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Mike Byers, Publisher & Editor, Welcomes You!

TM

Welcome to Mint Error News Magazine, bringing the latest mint error news and 
information to the collector. This is our 22nd year bringing you both an online PDF 

magazine and the Mint Error News website. There are over 1,500 articles, features, 
discoveries, news stories with mint error related info from the United States and around the 
World. Our website, minterrornews.com, has become the most popular and informative 
Internet resource for mint errors and is read by thousands of dealers and collectors.

Over the last 22 years with the advent of the internet millions of collectors have flocked 
to online auctions and dealer websites. Many people connect to various online forums 
and clubs to share knowledge and learn about Mint Errors. Everyone, including dealers, 
collectors and even investors have instant access to information as never before. The 
Mint Error market has experienced an explosion in collector interest over the last 22 years.

Time and again, rare and unique Mint Errors in the numismatic market have made 
headline news. Authentication and certification of Mint Errors is now commonplace. In 
1991, ANACS was the first to authenticate, grade and encapsulate major Mint Errors. In 
1999, PCGS and NGC began certifying Mint Errors. Major Mint Errors are now pursued, 
collected and traded just like patterns, territorial Gold, colonials and other interesting 
segments of numismatics.

In 1975, I purchased a 1900 Indian Head Cent struck on a $2 1/2 Indian Gold blank 
planchet for $7,750 at a major coin auction. That price ranked among the top five ever 
realized for a Mint Error that few dealers or serious collectors would even consider. At that 
time price guides for Mint Errors were nonexistent and today that Indian Head Cent struck 
in Gold is certified MS65 by PCGS and is valued at six figures.
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Mike Byers (mikebyers.com) is president of Mike Byers Inc. He has 
been a professional numismatist for over forty years. He is one of 
the largest dealers handling U.S. Gold Coins, Patterns and Rarities 
certified by PCGS and NGC. He has handled major coin collections 
and attends every major coin convention. Mike Byers carries an 
extensive inventory as well as solicits want lists and is always looking 
to purchase fresh inventory and collections. You can visit Mike Byers 
and view his rarities at the ANA, Central States, FUN show and the 
Long Beach Coin Expo.

Mike Byers was a consultant to ANACS for Mint Errors from 2000 to 2006. He is also the Owner, 
Publisher and Editor of Mint Error News Magazine and the Mint Error News Website that was founded 
in 2003. In 2009, Mike Byers published his first book, World’s Greatest Mint Errors, which received the 
NLG Award for Best World Coin Book and is available on Amazon. In 2016, Mike Byers was featured on 
Fox News in an interview with one of his unique mint errors.

Mike Byers
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Dave Camire
Expert on Mint Errors, Patterns and Die Trials

NGC Modern World Coin Grader and Finalizer
President of Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS)

NGC Mint Error Expert

Jim Stoutjesdyk
Expert on U.S. Coins, Unique Items,

Patterns and Mint Errors

Vice President of Heritage Rare Coin Galleries

Mike Faraone
Expert on Mint Errors, Patterns and Die Trials

Owner of Mike Faraone Rare Coins
Former Grader for PCGS and ANACS

Marc Crane
Expert on Mint Errors, Patterns and Die Trials

President of Marc One Numismatics, Inc

Andy Lustig
Expert on Mint Errors, Patterns and Die Trials

Co-Founder of the Society of U.S.Pattern 
Collectors (uspatterns.com)

Saul Teichman
Expert on Mint Errors, Patterns and Die Trials

Co-Founder of the Society of U.S. Pattern 
Collectors (uspatterns.com)

Jeff Ylitalo
Expert on Mint Errors

Former Editor for the ErrorScope

Mike Byers is the Publisher and Editor of Mint Error News. Consultants to Mint Error 
News are numismatic experts recognized worldwide including Heritage Auctions, Jim 
Stoutjesdyk, Dave Camire, Greg Bennick, Andy Lustig, Michael Faraone, Marc Crane, 
John Wang, Saul Teichman, Ron Guth, Jeff Ylitalo, Tom Caldwell, Fred Weinberg 
(retired), Christopher Talbot Frank, Steven Contursi, Silvano DiGenova, Brian Hodge, 
Joe Cronin, Allen Rowe, Ian Russell and Jim Gately.

Greg Bennick
Expert on Mint Errors and
Trends in the Error Market

Professional Keynote Speaker, Author
and Board Member of CONECA

John Wang
Expert on Mint Errors and Patterns

Founder and Editor at PrivateMintNews.com

Ron Guth
Expert on Patterns and Die Trials

Former PCGS President
Former CoinFacts President

Proprietor of GermanCoins.com
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Expert on U.S. Patterns
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Silvano DiGenova
Expert on Patterns and

Unique & Esoteric U.S. Coinage

Founder and President of Tangible Investments

Christopher Talbot Frank
Expert on Modern & Dramatic

Major Mint Errors 

Owner of CTF Error Coins

Brian Hodge
Expert on Specimen Coinage

and Unique U.S. Coins

Partner and the President of Numismatics
at Minshull Trading

Joe Cronin
Expert on Mint Errors and Counterfeit/Altered 

Coins Made To Resemble Genuine Errors

Author of Mint Errors to Die For

Allen Rowe
Expert on Morgan and Peace Dollar Errors, 

Especially From The Carson City Mint

Owner of Northern Nevada Coin

Ian Russell
Expert on Error Coins and Patterns

President and Co-Founder of GreatCollections

Jim Gately
Expert on 20th Century U.S. Coinage
With an Emphasis on Buffalo Nickels

Owner of the #1 Ranked PCGS
Registry Set of Buffalo Nickels

Fred Weinberg
Expert on Mint Errors and Die Trials

Former PCGS Consultant for Mint Errors

TM

Tom Caldwell
Expert on Mint Errors and Patterns

Founder of Northeast Numismatics
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Jim Stoutjesdyk was named Vice President of Heritage 
Rare Coin Galleries in 2004. Since coming to Heritage in 
1993, Jim has assumed a wide variety of responsibilities. 
He initially was hired as the Gallery Manager for Heritage’s 
retail showroom. For several years he helped to develop 
Heritage’s retail clientele and placed millions of dollars worth 
of rare coins with collectors. Jim’s interest turned to wholesale 
trading and he quickly became a familiar face at coin shows 
across the nation. As Vice President, Jim’s duties include 
buying and selling millions of dollars worth of rare coins each 
month, pricing all of the new coins available for sale each 
day, and overseeing the daily operations of the rare coin 
department. In 2019 the American Numismatic Association 
awarded Jim the very prestigious Doctor of Numismatics 
honorary degree.

Jim Stoutjesdyk is a Consultant to Mint Error News for U.S. 
Coins, Unique Items, Patterns and Mint Errors.

Heritage Auctions is the largest collectibles auctioneer 
and third largest auction house in the world, as well as the 
largest auction house founded in the U.S. We are also the 
undisputed Internet leader in our field, with more than 1.75 
million online bidder-members registered on HA.com from 
all 195 countries. This loyal and growing community of 
collectors is a testament to the usefulness of our website, 
our reputation for professional business practices and our 
vast expertise in the field of art and collectibles.

Established in 1976, Heritage offers a wide range of U.S. 
& World Coins, Rare Currency, Fine & Decorative Art, 
American Art, Illustration Art, Modern & Contemporary 
Art, Urban Art, Comic Books & Comic Art, Movie Posters, 
Entertainment & Music Memorabilia, Jewelry & Timepieces, 
Luxury Handbags, Sports Collectibles, Historical & Political 

Memorabilia, Rare Books & Manuscripts, Ethnographic Art, & Space Exploration Memorabilia, Civil War 
Memorabilia, Photographs, Nature & Science, Fine and Rare Wine, Luxury Real Estate, Pop Culture 
Collectibles, and more.

Jim Stoutjesdyk

TM
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Dave Camire is considered an authority on modern minting 
technology and production, specializing in mint errors and 
Chinese coins. He has visited many mints, both domestically 
and internationally, which is not only insightful but useful in 
his role as NGC Modern World Coin Grader and Finalizer. His 
knowledge of the minting process is helpful in distinguishing 
mint defects from damaged coins and establishing a coin’s 
authenticity and grade.

Dave co-authored 100 Greatest U.S. Error Coins and has 
contributed to such numismatic publications as Coin World 
(honored with being listed as one of the 100 Most Influential 
People), COINage, Numismatic News, The Numismatist 
and the Red Book. He has been featured on National Public 
Radio (NPR) and seen on Good Morning America and the 
Discovery Channel.

Dave is also President of Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS). With his knowledge and expertise in 
coin conservation, he has been an active volunteer at the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of American 
History, helping to preserve the National Numismatic Collection and establishing key numismatic displays 
at the museum. A collector at heart, he has been collecting since he was 13 years old.

Dave Camire is a Consultant to Mint Error News for Mint Errors, Patterns and Die Trials.

Dave Camire

Mike Faraone is the owner of Mike Faraone Rare Coins in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
He previously was a grader at PCGS for 12 years after 11 years at ANACS.

He has taught grading at the ANA Summer Seminar for twenty years. Mike 
has lectured on Mint errors and Counterfeit protection at numerous coin shows 
across the country. He is a previous president of the National Silver Dollar 
Roundtable and served as editor of the NSDR Journal for over twenty years. 
Mike can be reached via e-mail at: mfaraone@hotmail.com.

Mike Faraone is a Consultant to Mint Error News for Mint Errors, Patterns and 
Die Trials.

Mike Faraone
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Marc Crane is a dealer specializing in rare U.S. 
coins and U.S. patterns. He started Marc One 
Numismatics, Inc. in 1991. He is a member of 
the PNG (#565).

Marc tied for 1st place in a PCGS grading 
contest and is considered a world-class grader 
and authenticator. He is a contributor to the Red 
Book and is permanently listed in the pattern 
section. His coin store in Rancho Mirage, CA 
is open to the public and he regularly attends 
coin shows and auctions across the country.

Marc Crane is a Consultant to Mint Error News 
for Mint Errors, Patterns and Die Trials.

Marc Crane

Greg Bennick is a collector and researcher of major mint errors 
and has been actively involved in the hobby since 1981 when he 
made his first major error purchase, a Liberty nickel on a cent 
planchet, at the age of ten.

Greg attends coin shows nationwide buying and selling major 
mint errors. He is the co-instructor for the week-long class 
“Modern Minting Process/U.S. Minting Errors and Varieties” at the 
American Numismatic Association Summer Seminar in Colorado 
Springs, CO.

A professional keynote speaker on the topic of Build a Better 
Now® for the corporate and association markets (gregbennick.
com) Greg writes for multiple print outlets on major errors. He 
maintains an extensive personal library of error-related books, 
pamphlets, magazines, and ephemera going back to the dawn of 
the hobby in the 1950’s.

Greg is a board member of CONECA, and focuses his study on major US and Canadian error coins, 
significant ancient and world errors, and the minting process.

Greg Bennick is a consultant to Mint Error News for Mint Errors and trends in the error market.

Greg Bennick
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Andy Lustig has been dealing in U.S. and World Coins since 1975 
and has attended more than 2,000 coin shows and auctions.

Andy is the co-founder of the Society of U.S. Pattern Collectors 
(uspatterns.com). He has been a member of the Professional 
Numismatists Guild (PNG #614) since 2005. He is a member of 
NGC and was also a former grader and authenticator for PCGS.

Andy was a speaker at the annual CSNS convention, presenting 
“Collecting Pattern Coinage.” Andy was a major contributor to 
the 8th Edition of the Judd book.

Andy Lustig is a Consultant to Mint Error News for Mint Errors, 
Patterns and Die Trials.

Andy Lustig

Rare Coin Wholesalers has the largest inventory of 
U.S. Rare Coins.

Founded in 2001, Rare Coin Wholesalers has 
transacted over $2 billion in U.S. rare coin business 
and is a recognized leader in acquiring, managing, 
and selling U.S. rare coins positioned for wealth 
preservation and capital growth.

Steven L. Contursi is a Consultant to Mint Error News 
for U.S. Patterns.

Steven L. Contursi

Saul Teichman is a co-founder and primary contributor/editor of 
the Society of U.S. Pattern Collectors (uspatterns.com) as well as 
contributor to the 8th Edition of the Judd book and Andrew Pollock’s 
United States Patterns and Related Issues as well as many other 
books. He has been collecting primarily off-metal U.S. Mint errors 
for over 20 years and maintains extensive pedigree information for 
many error issues which have been published here in the past.

Saul Teichman is a Consultant to Mint Error News for Mint Errors, 
Patterns and Die Trials.

Saul Teichman
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Jeff Ylitalo has collected Mint Error coins since 1993. He has avidly 
researched & written about this area of numismatics since 2006 
contributing dozens of articles to CONECAs bi-monthly publication 
ErrorScope and Mint Error News. Jeff is the former editor for the 
ErrorScope 2008-2017.

Jeff’s research and collecting focus is now primarily centered on World 
Error coins. Jeff can be reached via e-mail at: jylitalo@yahoo.com.

Jeff Ylitalo is a Consultant to Mint Error News for Mint Errors.
Jeff Ylitalo

John Wang is an avid numismatic researcher and collector. His 
research focus is on absolute rarities including patterns, mint errors 
and exonumia, with particular interest in coin census, pedigrees, coin 
designers and minters. A historian at heart, John enjoys tracing coins 
and people through time.

John writes for Mint Error News, the So-Called Dollar Fellowship and 
Wikipedia. He is also a top contributor to Collectors Universe Message 
Forums. Beyond writing, John enjoys creating coins, including co-
creating a 2021 Morgan Dollar commemorative with Moonlight 
Mint, and inspiring a Frank Gasparro Liberty Dollar pattern design 
commemorative with Grove Minting Company. A collector at heart, 
John maintains a set of So-Called Dollar rarities in the PCGS Set 
Registry. John is founder and editor at PrivateMintNews.com.

John Wang is a Consultant to Mint Error News for Mint Errors and Patterns.

Fred Weinberg is a highly respected numismatist, with 40 years of full 
time experience in the rare coin marketplace.

He deals in numismatic United States Gold & Silver coinage, as well 
as specializing in buying & selling Major Mint Error coinage of all types.

He is one of the original 31 dealers selected as an authorized PCGS 
(Professional Coin Grading Service) dealer at it’s inception in 1986.

Fred Weinberg has now retired and was a Consultant to Mint Error 
News for Mint Errors and Die Trials.

John Wang

Fred Weinberg
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Christopher Talbot Frank is an error coin dealer of over 25 years and is 
doing business as CTF Error Coins. Christopher specializes in superior eye 
appealing error coinage with a wide variety of dramatic specimens. He has 
an artistic background as a professional photographer and now specializes 
in high end numismatic photography. Christopher handpicks every coin in 
his inventory based on eye appeal first and rarity second.

Chris’s 800 plus certified coin inventory is basically an error coin type set 
in many dates and denominations. Although he carries all error types and 
dates, he specializes in mint state modern and the very rare ultra modern 
(2002-present) error coins. Christopher has authored many articles on error 
coins for Mint Error News over the last few years.

Christopher Talbot Frank is a consultant to Mint Error News for modern and 
dramatic Major Mint Errors. Christopher Talbot Frank

Ron Guth is a recognized authority on United States and German 
coins. He is a licensed Certified Public Accountant who has been 
involved professionally in numismatics for over fifty years as a collector, 
dealer, researcher, and writer. His books and articles have earned 
numerous awards, including the American Numismatic Association’s 
Heath Literary award and the Olga & Wayte Raymond awards, the 
Numismatic Literary Guild‘s Best Numismatic Investment Book and 
Best Book of the Year awards, and the Professional Numismatic Guild‘s 
Best Book of the Year award. In 2003, Ron received the prestigious 
President’s Award from the American Numismatic Association in 
recognition of his numerous contributions to numismatics. In 2021, 
Coin World named Ron as one of the Top Ten Most Influential People 
in Numismatics for the sixty-year period from 1960-2020.

Ron created the CoinFacts website (now PCGS CoinFacts) in 1999 and sold the website to Collectors 
Universe in 2004 (where it is now presented as PCGS CoinFacts. Ron served in various capacities at 
Collectors Universe, including Director of Numismatic Research, President of the Professional Coin 
Grading Service, and President of PCGS CoinFacts.

Currently, Ron serves as proprietor of GermanCoins.com and as Chief Investigator at the Numismatic 
Detective Agency, where he provides expert provenance on high-end coins. Ron Guth is a Consultant 
to Mint Error News for Patterns and Die Trials.

Ron Guth
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Brian Hodge is a Partner and the President of Numismatics at Minshull Trading. 
Over the last three decades years they have been a leader in the numismatic 
industry and have grown into a formidable market maker, garnering the respect 
of every major market player.

He is a member of every major numismatic organization in the country, 
including PNG, ICTA, FUN, CSNS, and a life member of the ANA. He is a 
regular Red Book contributor and maintains consistent and up-to-date pricing 
to sustain healthy markets.

Brian Hodge is a consultant to Mint Error News for Specimen Coinage and 
Unique U.S. Coins.

Joe Cronin is currently a History teacher, a former U.S. Treasury Department 
law enforcement officer, and has been a coin collector for over thirty years. 
Within the last ten years he has focused more on Mint errors, and also fake 
and altered coins made to resemble genuine errors.

He is the author of the popular error reference book, Mint Errors to Die For, has 
written articles for CONECA’s Errorscope, and is the creator and moderator of 
the Facebook® page, “Joe Cronin’s Mint Errors Explained.” Joe often attends 
coin shows in the Western N.Y. area with educational tables on Mint errors 
and Henning nickels. Feel free to contact Joe at jcro57@yahoo.com.

Joe Cronin is a consultant to Mint Error News for Mint Errors and Counterfeit/
Altered coins made to resemble genuine errors.

Brian Hodge

Joe Cronin

Tom Caldwell founded Northeast Numismatics over 50 years ago. In the years 
that have elapsed since 1964, Tom has proven his expertise in every area of 
US coinage, from rare colonials and patterns to high grade proof type and 
gold.

In addition to being an ANA life member since 1972 (#1318) and a member of 
the Professional Numismatists Guild (PNG), Tom is a life member of the Society 
for US Commemorative Coins, the Central States Numismatic Society, Florida 
United Numismatists, the Numismatic Association of Southern California, as 
well as other regional and national organizations. He has attended every major 
coin show and auction since the late 1960s, and can often be seen at shows 
out for a run in the early morning (he has completed several marathons).

Tom Caldwell is a Consultant to Mint Error News for Mint Errors and Patterns.

Tom Caldwell
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Allen Rowe is the owner of Northern Nevada Coin, which 
specializes in buying silver dollars, gold coins, Carson City coins, 
gold scrap, complete collections, estates, hoards, investment 
holdings, coins, silver bullion, gold billion, and rare paper money 
from collectors, investors, and other coin dealers. He has been 
buying gold in Carson City, Reno, Sparks, Minden, Gardnerville, 
Lake Tahoe, Fallon, Virginia City, and northern Nevada since 
1993.

An interesting array of dollar errors is currently available to be 
viewed on Northern Nevada Coin’s website brokencc.com. The 
gallery includes several off-center Morgan dollars, a broadstruck Morgan, a spectacularly 
broadstruck Peace dollar, an example of a rotated reverse, a blank silver dollar planchet, and 
the Amazing Broken CC.

Allen Rowe is a consultant to Mint Error News for Morgan and Peace Dollar Mint Errors, especially 
mint errors and rarities from the Carson City Mint.

Allen Rowe

TM

Tangible Investments founder and president Silvano DiGenova is an 
authority on the rare coin market, grading, authenticity, and appraisals. 
In fact, since Silvano co-founded the renowned Professional Coin 
Grading Service (PCGS) and designed the PCGS coin grading 
standards, you could actually say he wrote the book on coin grading.

Millions of collectors and investors depend on Silvano DiGenova’s 
expertise every day. He has been featured in Fortune Magazine’s 
“People to Watch,” quoted on the front page of The Wall Street Journal, 
interviewed in hundreds of U.S. newspapers, and has appeared 
several times as a commentator on CNN, FNN, CNBC, the Discovery 
Channel, the History Channel, and more.

Silvano DiGenova is a consultant to Mint Error News for Patterns and Unique & Esoteric U.S. 
Coinage.

Silvano DiGenova
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Ian is president and co-founder of GreatCollections Coin & Paper Money 
Auctions. From a young age, Ian was interested in collectibles and started 
working on weekends for a stamp dealer in Sydney, Australia at age 14. From 
there he learned about auctions at Stanley Gibbons Australia, personally 
handling many important sales including the Purcell Collection of Kangaroo 
and Map Series, the Mackey Collection of Australian States/Pacific Islands 
and the Morrison Hill China Collection. Ian also put together the company’s 
first paper money auction featuring one of the finest New Zealand bank 
note collections ever formed.

Ian is a member of the prestigious Professional Numismatists Guild, member 
785 and abides by the PNG Code of Ethics. In 2021, CoinWorld Magazine 
named Ian one of the most influential people in numismatics. Contact Ian 
Russell at ian@greatcollections.com.

Great Collections holds the record auctioning the famous $1 Sacagawea 
obverse muled with a Quarter reverse for $194,062.50.

Ian Russell is a consultant to Mint Error News for Error Coins and Patterns.

Ian Russell

Jim Gately is the owner of the #1 ranked PCGS registry 
set of Buffalo Nickels. He also has other registry sets 
with PCGS.

He purchased the unique 1913 Gold Buffalo Nickel from 
Mike Byers for $400,000 and proudly included it in his 
set.

Jim is an expert on 20th Century U.S. coinage with an 
emphasis on Buffalo Nickels. He is a consultant to Mint 
Error News for Double Dies and Overdates.

Jim Gately

TM
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF 
Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies

by Mike Byers (mikebyers.com)

Used to Strike Half Dollar Test Pieces (Used to Strike Half Dollar Test Pieces (  Judd #2131-2143Judd #2131-2143  ))

Martha Washington dies were used by the U.S. Mint
and contracted vendors for experimental testing.
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies

This is the only known set of 
PROOF Uncancelled Martha 
Washington Half Dollar-

sized dies in private hands. Martha 
Washington dies have become the 
U.S. Mint’s all-purpose design for 
testing new compositions, surfaces 
and planchet sizes. These experimental 
strikings were conducted both inside 
the Mint and outside by companies 
contracted by the U.S. Mint. Companies 
within the United States included 
IDX Inc, PMX Industries, and Olin 
Brass Corporation while Schuler AG 
in Germany struck coins overseas. 
Schuler AG is the supplier of Schuler 
coin presses to the United States Mint 
to strike our coinage.

These PROOF Uncancelled Martha 
Washington Half Dollar-sized dies are 
featured on the cover of Mint Error 
News Magazine Issue #86. There are 
only two other Martha Washington 
Half Dollar-Sized Uncancelled Dies 
known in private hands, and those 
struck mint state test pieces. The first 
one discovered was featured both in 
Coin Week and on the cover of Mint 
Error News Magazine Issue #44.

Martha Washington dies have “fantasy 
designs” intended to avoid creating 
rarities with regular coinage motifs. The 
design of these proof dies was used by 
the U.S. Mint for metallurgical testing 
beginning in 1965 until 2011 when 
the dies were redesigned. The obverse 
features a bust of Martha Washington, 
with the inscription “VIRGINIA” 
above and the date “1759” (the year 
she married George Washington) 
below. The reverse typically features 
an image of Mount Vernon. These 
Martha Washington proof dies and test 
pieces are featured in the U.S. Patterns 
website (uspatterns.com).

This unique set of PROOF Uncancelled 
Martha Washington Half Dollar-sized 
dies belong in a premier collection of 
U.S. patterns or unique numismatic 
treasures. These dies are part of the 
U.S. Mint’s history of experimenting 
and striking pattern coins prior to 
producing our nation’s coins for 
circulation. The story of the Martha 
Washington dies and test strikes, as it 
unfolds, is one of the most interesting 
numismatic developments in decades.
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies



Page 22 minterrornews.com

NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies

Martha Washington Obverse Die Used To Strike
Half Dollar Experimental Test Pieces For U.S. Judd #2131-2143

There are only three Martha Washington Half Dollar-sized Uncancelled Obverse 
Dies in private hands, two mint state and one proof. There is only one proof 
Martha Washington Half Dollar-sized Uncancelled Reverse Die known in private 
hands. This half dollar obverse Martha Washington Die was featured on the cover 
of Mint Error News Magazine Issue #44.

I discovered the first known Martha Washington Test Pieces, of ANY denomination 
in 2000. It was struck on a U.S. cent planchet. Coin World featured this discovery 
on their front page on August 7th, 2000.

Since then, there have been Martha Washington Test Pieces struck on the 5c, 10c, 
25c, 50c and $1 size denominations. Different metal compositions and surfaces 
were used in these experimental test pieces.
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NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies

Martha Washington Reverse Die Used To Strike
1 Cent Experimental Test Pieces For U.S. Judd #2180

This is the only known Martha Washington Cent-sized Uncancelled Die in 
private hands. It was featured on the cover of Mint Error News Magazine Issue 
51. There are only four other Martha Washington Half Dollar-sized Uncancelled 
Dies known in private hands, two mint state and two proof. They were used to 
strike the half dollar obverse for the experimental patterns. These Half Dollar-
sized obverse Martha Washington Dies were purchased by Mike Byers. The first 
one discovered was featured both in Coin Week and on the cover of Mint Error 
News Magazine Issue #44.
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Mike Byers’ discovery was featured in
a front page article in Coin World

Copyright story reprinted by permission from Page 1 and Page 16 of the 
August 7, 2000 issue of COIN WORLD, Sidney, OH (coinworld.com)
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Martha Washington Test Pieces

The U.S. Mint conducted metallurgical tests in 1999 on the golden colored 
manganese-clad planchets which would later be used for the Sacagawea Dollar. 
I discovered one of the three known Martha Washington Test Pieces struck on a 
Sacagawea Dollar . It was certified by NGC as a dollar-sized test piece weighing 
8.0 grams and was graded MS 66. It is listed as Judd #2185 on page 294 of eighth 
edition of United States Pattern Coins, Experimental and Trial Pieces.
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Martha Washington Test Pieces are featured in my
NLG award winning book, World's Greatest Mint Errors.

NGC Certifies Pair of PROOF Uncancelled Martha Washington Dies
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1873 Closed 3 Half Eagle, SP64
Sole Certified Specimen Example

1873 $5 Closed 3 SP64 NGC. The Philadelphia Mint struck just 25 proof 
half eagles in 1873, all of which were delivered on February 18, but the coin 
offered here is something more special -- the sole certified Specimen strike 
from either service. It is a hybrid of sorts, with the deeply reflective fields 
and pinpoint-sharp, richly frosted devices of a highly contrasted proof, as 
well as the Closed 3 design type of all proofs of the year. However, it was 
struck from circulation strike dies. Unlike regular proofs, there is no polish 
seen between the shield stripes, and the second vertical line of stripe 2 does 
not extend into the horizontals above, diagnostic of the 1866A proof reverse 
used until 1880. Yet, it was clearly made with special care, and die polish 
lines suggest special preparation.

Proof 1873 five dollar gold pieces are rarely seen and are of great importance 
to gold specialists -- John Dannreuther estimates only 14-16 examples are 
extant in all grades today. This Specimen coin may have been a one-off 
special strike requested by Mint Director Linderman, or a trial strike prior 
to implementation of the Open 3 dies. No proofs or Specimen strikes are 
known of the Open 3 type. This coin possesses an irresistible combination 
of high technical quality, absolute rarity, and terrific eye appeal. We expect 
intense competition from series specialists and Registry Set enthusiasts 
when this lot is called. Census: 1 in 64 (1 in 64★), 0 finer (9/25).
Ex: Dallas Signature (Heritage, 8/2020), lot 4011; Summer FUN Signature 
(Heritage, 7/2021), lot 3122.
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1891-O Seated Dime, PR66
Unique as a Proof; Unique Variety

First O-Mint Dime Production Since 1860

1891-O 10C PR66 NGC. Light cameo contrast results from the combination 
of satiny, lustrous devices, and fully mirrored fields that are warmly bathed in 
an array of sky-blue, rose, and champagne toning. The strike is absolutely full 
and complete, as expected for such a small coin struck on a large press intended 
for silver dollar coinage. This confluence of factors provide this Premium Gem 
proof with exceptional eye appeal.

The New Orleans Mint struck proof silver dimes and quarters in 1891. They were 
most likely struck on Sunday, July 5, the first day of production, to commemorate 
these denominations’ resumption at the New Orleans Mint, where they had not 
been minted since 1860. The facility was opened in 1838 and operated continuously 
until January 1861, when it fell into the hands of the State of Louisiana, and a 
short time later, the Confederate government. Toward the end of the war, the U.S. 
government regained control. However, the Mint remained dormant for many 
years. In 1870, a joint resolution was referred to the Committee on Commerce 
regarding the New Orleans Mint, recommending that the buildings and property 
revert to the City of New Orleans, which had originally conveyed the grounds to 
the U.S. upon the Mint’s inception. Nine years later, the Mint resumed operation, 
striking silver dollars and a small number of double eagles.

When dime and quarter production resumed twelve years after the Mint’s 
reopening, the New Orleans Times-Picayune ran this brief but information-rich 
article in their July 26, 1891 issue:
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“The United States mint is now engaged in coining one million dimes a month. 
The dime banks and other causes have created a scarcity and Uncle Sam has 
ordered his money factories to the rescue. There is considerable demand for the 
dimes. They are the first coins of that smallness the mint has made, and the same 
presses with which the dollars were coined are used, the ingots being also of 
similar size. The new dies reached here about the 1st of the month, and the dimes 
commenced to roll out on the 5th.

“The mint has on hand the bullion representing 3,000,000 trade dollars, shipped 
from the Philadelphia mint about two months ago, and the 863,000 ounces of 
uncurrent money sent from various sub-treasuries; so that there is no lack of 
silver to keep the presses going.”

We have never seen or heard of another 1891-O proof dime, and the issue was 
unknown to Breen in his Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial Proof 
Coins. Two or three proof quarters are known, including the Dunham coin 
certified Specimen 66 NGC that we handled most recently in our August 2013 
Chicago Signature, and which realized $161,000 in our 2008 May Long Beach 
Signature. The present dime was also struck from a unique die marriage. We 
were unable to match it to a known die marriage upon our first sale of the piece 
in 2014. However, proprietor of the Liberty Seated Dime reference website www.
seateddimevarieties.com, Gerry Fortin, determined that the obverse is unlisted 
and confirmed the reverse as his Reverse P, with the mintmark close to the 
bow knot and tilted sharply left. Both dies are perfect, with no trace of date or 
mintmark repunching, no clash marks, no die cracks, and no evidence of lapping. 
This unique and extraordinary branch mint proof dime is destined to be one of 
the centerpieces of a specialized collection of Seated Liberty dimes.

Ex: Central States Signature (Heritage, 4/2014), lot 5574; FUN Signature 
(Heritage, 1/2016), lot 5316.
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1898 Barber Dime Obverse Die Cap, MS61
Slightly Uncentered

1898 Barber Dime -- Obverse Die Cap -- MS61 PCGS. The initial strike 
was was slightly uncentered and the coin became adhered to the obverse die 
in that uncentered position. Subsequent strikes occurred with new planchets 
fed between the struck reverse of the die cap coin and the face of the reverse 
die. The peripheral planchet metal of the die cap coin was forced up around 
the obverse die shaft, creating the “cap.” Hints of gold, russet, and green-
blue toning accent satiny gunmetal-gray toning.
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1812 Half Eagle, Vibrant and Frosted MS66
BD-1, Wide 5-D, Double Struck

Final Year Draped Bust To Left Type

1812 $5 Wide 5D, BD-1, R.3, MS66 PCGS. Ex: Harry W. Bass, Jr. 
Collection. Bass-Dannreuther Die State a/a. The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Core 
Collection includes a remarkable Premium Gem BD-1 half eagle. This coin 
is struck from an early die state, although at first glance a later die state might 
be suspected. Close examination reveals the dies are not clashed, lapped, or 
cracked; rather, the coin is in fact double struck. It is a fascinating Mint error 
-- seldom seen for the type -- although the initial strike is somewhat obscured 
by the strong second strike. Anomalies appear along the rims as the ghostly 
remnants of an underlying initial strike are seen on each side. Adding to the 
intrigue is the realization that the first strike was off-center by about 15%, 
followed by a rotated second strike when the flan was subsequently fed into 
the coining press for its second impression.
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The 1812 five dollar gold pieces represent the final year of the John Reich’s 
Draped Bust half eagle design, offering two varieties defined by either the 
Wide 5D or Close 5D denomination. The BD-1 coins have an inexplicably 
wide gap between 5 and D, while the BD-2 pieces display the 5 and D normally 
spaced. The Wide 5D examples are by far the more available variety. The 
Bass double struck coin ranks a close second to the former Pogue Collection 
example on the BD-1 Condition Census. The coin is vibrantly lustrous and 
frosted throughout both sides, illuminating radiant green-gold color with 
olive overtones and wisps of orange within the eagle’s shield. A lengthy raised 
die defect spans the eagle’s wings left-to-right, curving across the horizontal 
shield lines and exiting the coin just left of the first A in AMERICA. The 
defect appears prior to any die clashing and seems to fade on later die states.

A Roster of Significant Examples (Provided by Ron Guth).

1. MS66+ PCGS. Norman Stack Type Set, purchased before 1986; Stack’s, 
sold privately; Eric Streiner; Mark Yaffe and Kenneth Goldman; “From an 
old-time Eastern collection” (Superior, 8/1991), lot 711, not sold; Jay Parrino, 
sold privately circa 1994; Hanks and Associates; Great Lakes Collection, 
sold privately in 6/2001; Hanks and Associates; D. Brent Pogue Collection, 
Part III (Stack’s Bowers & Sotheby’s, 2/2016), lot 3143, $158,625.

2. MS66 PCGS. A-Mark Coin Co., sold privately on 3/16/1978; Harry W. 
Bass, Jr. Foundation Collection (HBCC# 3124); Harry Bass Core Collection, 
Part III (Heritage, 5/2023), lot 4556, where it sold for $111,000; FUN 
Signature (Heritage, 1/2024), lot 4338. Double struck, first strike off-center. 
The present coin.
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3. MS65+ PCGS. FUN Signature (Heritage, 1/2008), lot 3154, $161,000; 
Joan Zieg Steinbrenner Collection (Heritage, 8/2019), lot 3869, $102,000.

4. MS65+ PCGS. ANA Sale (Stack’s Bowers, 8/2019), lot 5326, $90,000; 
D.L. Hansen Collection (PCGS Set Registry).

5. MS65 PCGS. Boston Rarities (Bowers and Merena, 8/2010), lot 1645, 
$97,750; Castle Pines Collection (Stack’s Bowers, 8/2021), lot 4206, $96,000.

6. MS65 PCGS. Prior provenance unknown.

7. MS65 NGC. Long Beach Signature (Heritage, 9/2003), lot 7918, $19,550; 
Pre-Long Beach (Goldberg Auctions, 9/2009), lot 3369, $69,000.

8. MS65 NGC. Nathan M. Kaufman Collection (RARCOA, 8/1978), lot 
802; Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection, Part III (Bowers and Merena, 5/2000), lot 
312, $19,550; Rarities Sale (Bowers and Merena, 7/2002), lot 780, $35,650; 
Freedom Collection (Heritage, 1/2007), lot 3525, $63,250; Pre-Long Beach 
(Goldberg Auctions, 9/2009), lot 3370, not sold; Pre-Long Beach (Goldberg 
Auctions, 5/2010), lot 1565, $71,875; Chicago Signature (Heritage, 8/2011), 
lot 7537, $74,750.

9. MS65 NGC. FUN Signature (Heritage, 1/2010), lot 2170, $74,750.

10. MS65 Uncertified. “Taylor” (unidentified source); W. Elliot Woodward, 
sold privately on 2/28/1880; T. Harrison Garrett Collection; Robert Garrett 
Collection; John Work Garrett Collection; Johns Hopkins University 
Collection, Part I (Bowers and Ruddy, 11/1979), lot 457, $20,000.
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1812 Half Eagle, Vibrant and Frosted MS66
BD-1, Wide 5-D, Double Struck

Final Year Draped Bust To Left Type
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1855-O Gold Dollar, AU Details
Double Struck, Second Strike Off Center

1855-O G$1 -- Double Struck, Second Strike Off Center -- Damaged 
-- NGC Details. AU. Winter-2. This is a rather spectacular piece, not 
simply because it is an off-center double strike error, but because it is the 
rare occurrence of that error type on a gold coin. Moreover, it occurs on a 
New Orleans gold dollar of the Type Two design, rendering it all the more 
interesting and unique. The first strike was normal, while the second strike 
was 95% off center toward 7 o’clock relative to the obverse. Only a portion 
of the dentils and rims of the second strike are evident. NGC notes Damage 
due to the small dig at Liberty’s eye; otherwise, the coin is satiny, lustrous, 
and has attractive orange-gold color. Relatively few off-center double strikes 
are known on any U.S. gold piece due to the rarity of gold error coins as 
a whole. It has been published elsewhere that the current coin is the only 
double struck gold coin with the second strike off center that has currently 
come to light, and we have no evidence to suggest that assertion is not still 
current for this piece.
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(1942-1945) Australia Florin, MS62
Struck on a U.S. Five Cent Silver Planchet

194X-S Australia Florin -- Struck on a U.S. Silver Five Cent Planchet 
-- MS62 NGC. 4.9 grams. One of two examples known for this specific 
error, showing a 1940s Australia Florin struck on a silver wartime nickel 
planchet. The San Francisco Mint struck Australian Florins from 1938 to 
1945, overlapping the period in which the same mint utilized silver-alloy 
planchets for U.S. nickels (1942 to 1945). The present piece shows the S 
mintmark clearly on the lower reverse, but the date of the coin is off the flan. 
Each side is brilliant and satiny, with a couple hair-thin scratches on the 
portrait that limit the grade.
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Lincoln Memorial Cent, MS64+
Struck on a 2.8-Gram Screw

Undated Lincoln Memorial Cent -- Struck on a 2.8 gram Screw -- MS64+ 
PCGS. A metal screw, approximately 30 mm in length, was struck between 
Lincoln Memorial cent dies to create the present dramatic mint error. The 
screw appears to have a steel alloy, but portions of the piece struck by the 
reverse die have a copper-red color, perhaps from traces of copper in the 
die chamber that adhered to the screw during the strike. The threads of the 
screw are mostly flattened on the obverse side, which displays LIBERTY and 
IN GOD WE TRU. Lincoln’s head is present except for his jaw, mouth, and 
nosetip. On the reverse, the screw threads are partial. Flat areas show ONE 
CEN and the bottom left portion of the Lincoln Memorial. A memorable 
minting mishap.
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1883-O Morgan Dollar, MS63
Flipover Double Struck in Collar

1883-O Morgan Dollar -- Double Struck in Collar, Flipover Second 
Strike -- MS63 PCGS. Flipover double strikes are rarely encountered, even 
on modern issues. They are extremely rare on 19th century silver type coins. 
This lustrous, untoned, and boldly struck O-mint dollar shows significant 
portions of its initial strike around the border on each side and across the 
central relief elements. The date from the first strike is readable, and located 
near the ON in ONE DOLLAR. The New Orleans mintmark from the first 
strike is also apparent, located beneath Liberty’s highest shoulder curl.
Ex: ANA Signature (Heritage, 3/2011), lot 4334 (as NGC MS63).
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1969-S Lincoln Cent, MS64+ Red
The Tremonti Doubled Die Cent, CAC

1969-S 1C Doubled Die Obverse, FS-101, MS64+ Red PCGS. CAC. 
This important, interesting, and generally unavailable variety has one of the 
most surprising backgrounds in 20th century American numismatics. As 
described in several publications, counterfeit doubled die cents dated 1969 
had appeared, and government agents confiscated any examples they came 
across. The legitimate 1969-S doubled die pieces were caught up in this 
dragnet; Fivaz and Stanton report that the coins were later authenticated by 
the Mint and returned, while Lange’s The Complete Guide to Lincoln Cents 
states that the Mint destroyed at least a few of the S-mint coins. That early 
excitement greatly increased the notoriety of the 1969-S doubled die coins, 
though the population of survivors remains excessively low.

The piece offered here, however, has no such story of confiscation and 
redemption. In fact, its history is essentially blank until October 3, 2007, when 
collector Michael Tremonti discovered the coin in a heretofore-unsearched 
roll of 1969-S cents. As related by Ken Potter in a report for the October 
29, 2007 edition of Coin World, the noted numismatist was understandably 
skeptical: “ ... I just assumed that his find was one of the exceedingly common 
examples of strike doubling found on this date. ... I advised [Tremonti] of 
this, but he shrugged it off as not being what he found.”
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While Potter agreed to examine the coin, he was not expecting to find an 
actual doubled die: “Even though [Tremonti] sounded like he knew what he 
was talking about, I was still prepared to find an example of strike doubling. 
To my surprise, what I beheld was a Brilliant Uncirculated example of the 
1969-S Lincoln, Doubled Die cent.”

Interest in the 1969-S Doubled Die cents remains strong, although Mint 
State pieces are seldom seen. We last sold this piece in January of 2008 
for $126,500, surpassing what many collectors and dealers had speculated 
the coin would fetch. Among the authorities suggesting the possibility of a 
significant price at that time was David Hall. His commentary, as printed in 
the November 13, 2007 edition of Numismatic News: “I was totally amazed 
that this coin could turn up out of nowhere. The coin is completely original 
and full mint red. ... What an incredible find! This could be a six-figure coin.”

The shining surfaces of this important cent are fresh copper-orange with a 
triangular area of peach-umber behind Lincoln’s head. The strike is crisp, 
and the peripheral elements of the obverse show this variety’s characteristic 
doubling, with the effect most prominent at LIBERTY and the date. Though 
a handful of marks are present in the fields, the devices are attractively 
preserved, and the overall effect is tantalizingly close to a Gem designation.

The combined certified populations of NGC and PCGS show just two Gem 
1969-S Doubled Die cents as the highest-graded examples, one at each 
service and both graded as Red. This remarkable DDO is the sole example 
in MS64+ Red, separating it from the Choice examples to claim the sole 
third finest graded piece amongst PCGS and NGC. This example has been 
approved with the CAC green sticker, and the variety is listed in the 100 
Greatest U.S. Modern Coins by Scott Schechter and Jeff Garrett.

Ex: FUN Signature (Heritage, 1/2008), lot 2718.
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1887 Morgan Dollar, AU Details
Struck 30% Off Center

1887 Morgan Dollar -- Struck 30% Off Center -- Cleaned -- NGC Details. 
AU. Struck widely off center toward 2:30 and exceedingly rare so. This 
silver dollar shows nearly all of the date, only missing the tail of the 7. The 
mintmark area is intact, confirming a Philadelphia origin. OF AMERICA, 
BUS UNUM, and LLAR are absent.

Mostly stone-white, with hints of russet and blue-green toning near the wreath 
bow and the top of Liberty’s cap. Probably dipped in its past, but nonetheless 
desirable. Liberty’s chin and neck display a few small oval-shaped strike-
throughs, as made.

Ex: The Misfits Collection of US Error Coins Showcase, Part 2 (Heritage, 
12/2022), lot 93224.
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Prices Realized for Mint Errors 
in the November 2025 Heritage 
U.S. Coins Signature® Auction

‘Two-Tailed’ Washington Quarter Mule, MS64
Struck With Two Reverse Dies
Previously Unknown Specimen

Sold For: $84,000.00

The following mint errors sold in the November 2025 US Coins Signature® Auction Auction #1387.

Images Courtesy of Heritage Auctions, HA.com



Page 77 minterrornews.com

Prices Realized for Mint Errors in the November 2025 Heritage U.S. Coins Signature® Auction

Undated 25C Washington Quarter Mule -- Struck With Two Reverse Dies -- 
MS64 NGC. Many collectors consider mules -- coins struck with mismatched dies -- 
to be the proverbial Holy Grails of U.S. coin errors. Only a few dozen are collectively 
known across all types, series, and denominations. Perhaps the most famous mule is the 
Sacagawea dollar struck with a Washington State quarter obverse die. Approximately 
18 examples of that specific mule exist. Others include various Lincoln cents struck 
with Roosevelt dime reverses. But the rarest of the mules are those “double sided” 
coins struck with two obverse or two reverse dies. One of these is the clad Washington 
quarter struck with two reverse dies, of which only a handful are known.

The first of these Washington quarter reverse die mules was discovered in 2001, and 
later that year a second example was reported. Both of those coins were subsequently 
certified by NGC as MS63. More than a decade later, in 2017, PCGS certified another 
piece in MS62. A similar piece, certified MS66 NGC as struck with two reverse dies 
with an additional indent, was offered in our auctions in 2006.

The present piece, certified by NGC as MS64, is a new discovery of this magnificent 
mule. It was acquired by our consignor a number of years ago as part of an estate 
sale purchase, where it was in a collection of other U.S. coins. This mule was raw at 
the time, housed in a simple paper envelope, and was subsequently certified at NGC. 
Unfortunately, its origins prior to appearing in that estate offering are unknown. 
Existing scholarship on these “two-tailed” mules is that they were struck at the San 
Francisco Mint during the 1965-1967 coinage era when mintmarks were not used, but 
concrete details are yet to be unearthed.

The other two-tailed quarter mules were not available for comparison by this cataloger, 
but studying images of two of the other pieces suggests this MS64 coin was struck 
with the same dies, and thus likely was struck at the same time. The facing side as 
slabbed in the NGC holder is from the worn and flow-lined die, while the opposite 
side is from the slightly reflective die with heavy striations in the fields. It also has 
a perfect coin alignment. A generally sharp strike adorns each side, though some 
weakness appears on the eagle’s wing tips and on the final A in AMERICA. Eye 
appeal is certainly spectacular for the grade.
Ex: Purchased raw from an estate, later certified at NGC; consigned to Heritage’s 
November 2025 Dallas Signature Auction (9/2025).
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Prices Realized for Mint Errors in the November 2025 Heritage U.S. Coins Signature® Auction

‘Two-Tailed’ Washington Quarter Mule, MS64
Struck With Two Reverse Dies
Previously Unknown Specimen
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Prices Realized for Mint Errors in the November 2025 Heritage U.S. Coins Signature® Auction

‘Two-Tailed’ Washington Quarter Mule, MS64
Struck With Two Reverse Dies
Previously Unknown Specimen
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Prices Realized for Mint Errors in the November 2025 Heritage U.S. Coins Signature® Auction

1979-P Anthony Dollar, MS67
Struck on a 1978 Quarter

Double Denomination Error

Sold For: $10,200.00

1979-P  Susan B. Anthony Dollar -- Overstruck on a 1978 25C, Double 
Denomination -- MS67 NGC. Although cents struck on dimes are encountered from 
time to time, other double denomination mint errors are challenging to find, especially 
combining obsolete types. This impressive Superb Gem displays a bold date and 
mintmark for the dollar strike. The quarter date is faint but essentially complete, 
located between 3 and 4 o’clock on the reverse of the dollar strike. Washington’s 
profile is surprisingly clear and complete. From the quarter strike, most of the eagle’s 
left wing is prominent within the upper outline of the Anthony bust. A hint of tan-gold 
toning visits both sides of the virtually pristine surfaces.

Ex: Misfits Collection of Error Coinage, Part 2 (Heritage, 12/2022), lot 93243.
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Prices Realized for Mint Errors in the November 2025 Heritage U.S. Coins Signature® Auction

1979-P Anthony Dollar, MS67
Struck on a 1978 Quarter

Double Denomination Error
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Prices Realized for Mint Errors in the November 2025 Heritage U.S. Coins Signature® Auction

1979-P Anthony Dollar, MS67
Struck on a 1978 Quarter

Double Denomination Error
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Middlebury, VT - $10/$20  
Double Denomination Original Fr. 412  

The NB of Middlebury Ch. # 1195
PCGS Very Fine 25

Sold for $60,000

Fr. 1922-L $1 1995 Federal Reserve Note
PCGS Choice About New 55PPQ 

Sold for $14,100

Inverted Third Printing Error Fr. 2302 $5 1934A  
Hawaii Federal Reserve Note

PCGS Gem New 65PPQ 
Sold for $38,187

Buffalo, NY- $50/100  
Double Denomination 1882 Date Back  

Fr. 559/567 The Columbia NB Ch. # (E)4741 
About Uncirculated 

Sold for $57,500

Doubled Third Printing Fr. 1935-D $2 1976  
Federal Reserve Note

PMG Gem Uncirculated 65 EPQ
Sold for $18,000

Fr. 2084-H $20 1996 Federal Reserve Note
PCGS Choice New 63PPQ 

Sold for $25,300
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Unique Mint State Ike Dollar 
Featured in ErrorScope
Editor’s Note: ErrorScope featured my Unique Mint State 
Ike Dollar on the cover of the November - December 2025 
issue with an introduction to the article by Greg Bennick.
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Unique Mint State Ike Dollar Featured in ErrorScope
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Unique Mint State Ike Dollar Featured in ErrorScope
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Unique Mint State Ike Dollar Featured in ErrorScope

 

 

 

CONECA is an international numismatic organization devoted to the education of error and variety 
coin collectors. CONECA focuses on many error and variety specialties, including doubled dies, 
repunched mintmarks, multiple errors, clips, double strikes, off-metals and off-centers -- just to 
name a few. It publishes an educational journal, The ErrorScope, which is printed and mailed to 
members bimonthly. CONECA offers a lending library, examination, listing and attribution 
services; it holds annual meetings at major conventions (referred to as Errorama) around the 
country. Please visit conecaonline.org and enjoy! 

 

 

CONECA Variety Attribution Services 
 
CONECA offers attribution services. The 
service enables members and non-members to 
send their coins directly to an authorized 
CONECA attributer.  

CONECA Error Examination Services 
 
CONECA offers examination services. The 
service enables members and non-members to 
send coins to an authorized CONECA 
examiner who will return an opinion of each 
coin’s error classification.  

 

 

conecaonline.org 

Click here for more information on joining
CONECA and subscribing to ErrorScope.

https://conecaonline.org/
https://conecaonline.org/
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Unique Mint State Ike Dollar Featured in ErrorScope
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Unique Mint State Ike Dollar Featured in ErrorScope
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Unique Mint State Ike Dollar Featured in ErrorScope
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Unique Mint State Ike Dollar Featured in ErrorScope
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A Unique Swedish 
Gold Die Trial

by Martin Wettmark

Here is a 10 Öre uniface gold 
trial strike. The obverse 

shows King Oscar II. The 
obverse is identical with the dies 
that was used for the striking of 
10 Öre for Oscar II during the 
years 1872-73. The weight of this 
die trial is 2.16 grams, which is 
much heavier than the weight of 
a regular silver 10 Öre at 0.85 
grams.

indentUsually trial strikes are 
made in cheaper metals to test 
the dies. Why this striking was 
made is somewhat of an enigma. 
A similar coin does not exist in 
the extensive collection of trial 
strikes and patterns at the Royal 
Coin Cabinet in Stockholm 
or in any other collection. I 
purchased it 2005 at an auction 
in Stockholm.
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A Unique Swedish Gold Die Trial
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A Unique Swedish Gold Die Trial
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A Unique Swedish Gold Die Trial

Here is a regular silver 10 Öre
that was struck from 1872 to 1873:



PCGS CoinFacts includes comprehensive 
information on nearly 30,000 U.S. coins. 
It of fers everything from basic, star tup 
information for new collectors, to a wealth of 
detailed information the seasoned collector, 
buyer or seller can’t af ford to be without.

From the PCGS CoinFacts Home Page, you 
can access all denominations and major 
types of U.S. coins. The link will take you to a 
Series Page, which offers images of the f inest 
PCGS-graded coin in the series, and a nice 
explanation including the history and why the 
coins in the series are important.

The real “business end” of PCGS CoinFacts 
begins with the individual coin pages, which 
are loaded with photos and information. To view 
the essential features of PCGS CoinFacts, you 
can click on them one at a time, or go straight 
to a particular feature of interest.



Page 98 minterrornews.com

1866 $2.5 Struck on
3 Cent Nickel Planchet 

Certified by NGC

I submitted this very rare mint 
error or pattern to NGC. They 
authenticated and certified it as 

a 1866 $2½ Liberty struck on a 3 
Cent Nickel Planchet. According 
to uspatterns.com, there are five 
known, and were either deliberately 
struck for sale to collectors or 
are mint errors struck on 3 Cent 
planchets.

In addition to being a very rare mint 
error or pattern, the controversy of 
which designation is correct adds 
to the mystique and allure of these 
off-metals.

by Mike Byers (mikebyers.com)
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1866 $2.5 Struck on 3 Cent Nickel Planchet Certified by NGC
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1866 $2.5 Struck on 3 Cent Nickel Planchet Certified by NGC
From the USPatterns website:

J542/P607
The regular dies trial piece struck in nickel. These were either deliberately struck for sale to 
collectors or are mint errors struck on 3 cent nickel planchets.

We can account for the following examples:

1) Parmelee-NY Coin & Stamp 6/1890, Reed-Durham Museum – ICG62

2) Heritage 8/99 ANA as PCGS66, Simpson-Heritage 11/20 – PCGS67
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1866 $2.5 Struck on 3 Cent Nickel Planchet Certified by NGC

3) Stacks 8/76 ANA, Fairfield-B/R 10/77, Byers-Heritage 4/15 as NGC66, StacksBowers 5/16 – 
PCGS66

4) Merkin 3/68

5) MTB in 1974, T.R. Walsh, per Pollock, possibly the same as #2 or #4
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1866 $2.5 Struck on 3 Cent Nickel Planchet Certified by NGC

The Mike Byers coin has been authenticated and certified by NGC as a MINT ERROR. It was 
struck on a 3 Cent Nickel planchet and graded Mint State 66 as shown below.

It is unclear, at this time, what the true status of these pieces really is.

Photos courtesy of Mike Byers.



BUYING:  Highest Prices Paid!

MIKE BYERS INC
M I K E B Y E R S . C O M

U.S. & World Major Mint Errors

MIKE BYERS INC
P.O. Box 401496 ,  La s Ve g a s ,  NV 89140

MIK E@MIK EBYERS.COM |  714 -914 - 6415

Rare and Expensive U.S.
Mint Error Coins from

1792 to 2000

Die Trials, Patterns & 
Mint Error Coins that are 

UNIQUE

U.S. Proof Error Coins
1968 to 1980

Martha Washington
Test Pieces

U.S. Coin Plaster Models 
& Galvanos
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A Rare Series 
For Major Errors

by Greg Bennick - Exclusive to Mint Error News

Errors on Standing Liberty 
Quarters Are Rare Indeed
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It goes without saying that every 
coin series is different but lets see 
how that applies to major mint 

errors. Beyond the typical differences 
of design, denomination, and date, 
there are levels to rarity from series 
to series in terms of how many major 
errors that series has produced and left 
behind.

We can look at the history of United 
States Federal coinage as a somewhat 
similar array in terms of the purpose 
of coinage itself and its role in our 
society. But the series themselves are 
very different in terms of aspects such 
as their production details, the quantity 
of coins produced over the course of 
the series, and especially in terms of 
the known major errors amidst them.

Take Lincoln cents for instance. If 
you were to show me a double struck 
Lincoln cent, I might enjoy the error, but 
I wouldn’t think twice about the series 
on which we are seeing that particular 
error type. That changes quickly if 
you show me the same error, a double 
struck coin, but on a Mercury dime, 
or on a Shield nickel. Now, you would 
have my attention.  Both are series in 
which double strikes (and major mint 

errors) are very uncommon or rare.

Another example would be an off-
metal nickel on cent. It sounds like a 
great error to add to my collection as 
wrong planchet errors are indeed very 
cool. But there are more of certain 
dates (1978, 1979, 1980) than others 
even if those are still great coins. And 
in a different series the landscape 
changes dramatically. One of my first 
ever purchases, as a ten-year-old, was 
an 1889 Liberty nickel struck on an 
Indian cent planchet. Now we are in 
double digits in terms of how many are 
known rather than far greater numbers 
for Jefferson nickels struck on cent 
planchets.

This brings us to Standing Liberty 
Quarters and the coin I am showcasing 
in this article. This is a perfect 
example of how a series can produce 
very few major errors over the course 
of its run. This is a 1917-S Standing 
Liberty Quarter, struck off center. On 
many modern series, even from the 
20th Century, this - as an error type - 
isn’t the stuff of legend. On a Standing 
Liberty Quarter, however, even though 
struck in the 20th century, it certainly 
is the stuff of legend. In fact, this coin 

A Rare Series For Major Errors
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came from the legendary collection 
showcased page by page via a reprint 
of the original auction catalog in the 
last issue of Mint Error News. This 
was the Milt Cohen Collection, sold 
decades ago by the late New York 
error dealer Natalie Halpern. I highly 
recommend that you go back and look 
carefully over every lot in that fantastic 
error sale.

The sale, a showcase of some 
spectacular mint errors and one-of-
a-kind pieces, earned its reputation 
through the large number of coins 
from series with far less errors than 
typically seen on others. This off-
center Standing Liberty Quarter was 
one of those.

It was described in the sale as Lot #46, 
1917-S Standing Liberty Quarter, Type 
1, VG, Probably unique. Again, an off-
center quarter, whether on Mercury 
Dimes, Jefferson Nickels, Indian Cents 
or numerous other series, wouldn’t be 
nearly as impressive as an off-center 
Standing Liberty Quarter. The coin 
has a wonderful patina, and even 
wear, but beyond that, its just a very 
cool experience to see an off center 
Standing Liberty Quarter firsthand.

So how does this help support you as 
a collector and buyer of major mint 
errors? If you combine the knowledge 
that some series are less prevalent in 
terms of the numbers of major errors 
they have produced, it gives you a solid 
research launching pad from which to 
explore and learn. I would recommend 
auction records, old catalogs, and use 
those as educational tools to learn what 
has sold throughout the history of the 
hobby.

Do this and you will see trends in what 
is selling, what has been sold, and what 
has been offered. Look at which types 
of errors in each series are selling. The 
series represented less often, and the 
mint error types within those series 
are ones you will want to focus on as 
you are considering purchasing major 
mint errors based on rarity.

Thank you for reading! As always, I 
would be happy to hear from you with 
comments or questions at minterrors@
gmail.com. And of course, if you 
happen to have fantastic errors for sale, 
please get in touch with us here at Mint 
Error News, because we would love to 
hear from you. Until next time…

A Rare Series For Major Errors
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A Rare Series For Major Errors
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A Rare Series For Major Errors
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A Rare Series For Major Errors



BUYING
MINT

ERRORS
Interested in

single pieces or
entire collections

 Call  206.528.5500
or send photos &

descript ions to:
minterrors@gmail .com

Follow @minterrors on Instagram

GREG BENNICK

U.S. and foreign

From major rarities to any
coins with eye-appeal
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Collecting Error Coins

Struck On Defective Planchets

by Christopher Talbot Frank, CTF Error Coins

Collecting error coins 
struck on defective 

planchets allows you to collect 
unique examples as every one 
is different. There are various 
types of defective planchet 
errors as shown below in the 
photos. These errors happen 
when planchets are defective 
before the strike and not after 
a coin is struck. An example 
of the difference is when a 
lamination happens pre strike 
on a planchet, therefore the 
coin is struck on a defective 
planchet. If the lamination 
happens after the strike, then 
it is called a lamination error. 

Defective planchet errors 
are different than error coins 
struck on scrap and fragments 
which are not planchets. 
Many error coin collectors 
like to add unique examples of 
error types to their collection. 
Defective planchets error 
coins let collectors add 
uniqueness to their collection 
as every one is different. 

Find us on Instagram at
ctf_error_coins

or via our website at
ctferrorcoins.com
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Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

2022-D NGC MS63RD Struck On Large 2.1 Gram
Defective Planchet Shield Cent Error

The is the largest defective planchet error 
that I have ever seen on a Shield Cent. 
Major errors are very rare in the Shield 

Cent series making this example uniquely 
collectable.
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2022-D NGC MS63RD Struck On Large 2.1 Gram
Defective Planchet Shield Cent Error

Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s
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Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

1963 PCGS MS64 Struck On A Defective Planchet
Franklin Half Dollar Error

It is rare to find a Franklin Half Dollar 
struck on a planchet with such a large 
defect. This error coin has a nice grade 

and great eye appeal making it very 
collectable.
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1963 PCGS MS64 Struck On A Defective Planchet
Franklin Half Dollar Error

Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s
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Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

1967 NGC MS62 Struck On Defective Planchet Silver 
Kennedy Half Dollar Mint Error

This is a cool struck on a defective 
planchet error on a Kennedy Half Dollar. 
Only the lucky number 7 is visible on the 

date adding to the coolness of this error 
coin.
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1967 NGC MS62 Struck On Defective Planchet Silver 
Kennedy Half Dollar Mint Error

Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s
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Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

2004-D PCGS Struck On Defective Cracked Planchet 
Wisconsin Quarter Mint Error

Here is a nice example of a struck on 
defective and cracked planchet error on 

a 2004-D Wisconsin Statehood Quarter. 
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2004-D PCGS Struck On Defective Cracked Planchet 
Wisconsin Quarter Mint Error

Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

Major errors on Statehood Quarters since 
2002 are very rare. This would be a nice 
addition for one and only one collector 

to add to a short set of Wisconsin Leaf 
Errors.
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Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

196X NGC MS65RD Pac-Man Coin
Struck On Defective Planchet Cent Mint Error

Sometimes you get to name an error coin. 
This high grade struck on a defective 

planchet error coin looks like Pac-Man 
so that is what I named it.
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196X NGC MS65RD Pac-Man Coin
Struck On Defective Planchet Cent Mint Error

Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s
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Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

1962-D ANACS MS63 Struck On A Defective Planchet 
Silver Half Dollar Mint Error

This is a really cool 1962 Franklin 
Silver Half Dollar struck on a defective 
planchet. It looks like the planchet had a 

lamination issue before the strike making 
this a struck on a defective planchet error 
and not a post strike lamination error.
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1962-D ANACS MS63 Struck On A Defective Planchet 
Silver Half Dollar Mint Error

Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s
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Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

1980 ANACS MS62 Struck On Defective
Cracked Planchet With Blowhole Dime Error

This is a very interesting struck on a 
defective planchet error. This defective 
planchet error coin has a long crack, a 

blowhole, and missing partial clad layer. 
The multiple errors makes this coin an 
outstanding example of this type of error.
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1980 ANACS MS62 Struck On Defective
Cracked Planchet With Blowhole Dime Error

Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s
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Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

196X NGC MS66 RD Struck On 2.1 Gram
Defective Planchet Lincoln Cent Mint Error

Here is an extreme example of a struck 
on defective planchet error. This coin has 

a very high grade for this type of error 
which just adds to its collectability.
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196X NGC MS66 RD Struck On 2.1 Gram
Defective Planchet Lincoln Cent Mint Error

Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s
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Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s

2023 NGC MS66RD Struck On Defective
Copper Plating Planchet Shield Cent Error

It is nice to find a major error on an ultra 
modern coin. This 2023 Shield Cent has 
defective plating before the strike making 

this another rare Shield Cent struck on a 
defective planchet.
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2023 NGC MS66RD Struck On Defective
Copper Plating Planchet Shield Cent Error

Co l l e c t i n g Er ro r Co i n s St ru c k On Defe   c t i v e Pl a n c h e t s
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Counterfeit Detection:
1776 Continental Dollar

by NGC

Finding a genuine example of one of these pieces celebrating the 
new United States would be an epic discovery, but copies abound.

The enigmatic 1776-dated 
Continental Dollars have 

a strong following among 
numismatists, who have debated 
their origins. It is possible they 
are the earliest coins authorized 
by the United States after its 
independence, though other 

evidence points to them being 
struck as medals, possibly even 
in Europe. What is not in question 
is their value; even the most-
heavily worn genuine examples 
easily fetch thousands of dollars 
at auction.

Genuine 1776 Continental Dollar (Pewter CURENCY variety)
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Counterfeit Detection: 1776 Continental Dollar

Counterfeit 1776 Continental Dollar (CURENCY variety)

The Continental Dollars 
were struck in various metal 
compositions, including brass, 
pewter and silver, and with 
various designs. They apparently 
began with a design that spelled 
CURENCY with only a single ‘R’ 
on the obverse and used beads to 

outline the chain on the reverse. 
Later, the beads were smoothed 
into solid lines, while the 
obverse design is also found with 
spellings of CURRENCY and 
CURRENCEY. Due to intense 
collector interest, restrikes and 
copies are numerous.
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Counterfeit Detection: 1776 Continental Dollar

Close-ups of the obverse (left) and reverse of the counterfeit (right)

NGC recently received a 
purported example of a 
CURENCY variety. The coin is in 
terrible shape, but the submitter 
might have assumed its condition 
was due to being buried in the 
ground or improperly stored. 
The surfaces are pitted and 
uneven and much of the reverse 
is illegible.

Similarly, on the obverse, the 
motto MIND YOUR BUSINESS 
is also barely there, and the 
bottom rays of the sun appear to 
be blending together. The letters 
themselves have an unexpected 

rounded quality. The inferior 
craftsmanship behind this coin 
could mean it was originally 
intended for sale as a novelty at 
a gift shop or an online platform, 
and it is almost certainly cast in 
lead rather than struck by dies in 
silver or pewter.

If you aren’t sure whether 
you have a coin that is worth 
thousands of dollars or is merely 
a cheap knockoff, remember that 
NGC backs its determinations of 
authenticity and grade with the 
NGC Guarantee.



uspatterns.com
The Society of U.S. Pattern Collectors is dedicated 
to the study of many of the rarest coins struck at the 
U.S. Mint: patterns, die trials and experimental pieces.

Welcome to The Society of U.S. Pattern Collectors!

For those of you not familiar with this fascinating area of numismatics, 
patterns are prototypes for coins that, for the most part, were never 
approved for circulation. Most patterns are very rare, some unique, 
and others unknown outside of museums.

A good place to start learning about these pieces is our Beginner’s 
Corner which includes a page on How to use this Website or the Photo 
Gallery which contains examples of many of the different pattern 
issues.

The United States Mint produced more than 1000 different patterns, 
as well as many die trials and experimental pieces. Despite the great 
rarity of many of these individual items, the great variety makes the 
series surprisingly collectable.

There are relatively few collectors specializing in United States pattern 
coinage. Most of these collectors target specific areas. For example, 
there are collectors who specialize in Indian Cent patterns, others 
collecting Morgan dollar patterns, and so on.

In addition to these specialists, there are thousands of collectors of 
regular issue United States coins who try to buy a few patterns to 
complement their collections. Many of these historical coins have wide 
appeal and are surprisingly affordable. There are many collectors who, 
for example, would like to own an 1855 Flying Eagle large cent (J-167, 
about 500 pieces struck) to go with their collection of large cents or 
with their collection of Flying Eagle small cents.
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1945 Lincoln Cent Struck 
With Silver Composition 
of 12% Just Discovered

by Mike Byers and Roger Burdette

Editor’s Note: Roger Burdette, author of United States Pattern and 
Experimental Pieces of WW-II, researched this just discovered mint 
error. Based on his research, a very likely scenario of how this mint error 
occurred is that War Nickel silver alloy was accidentally mixed the normal 
copper alloy resulting in a planchet with a composition of 83% copper, 
12% silver, and 5% zinc.
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February 11, 2025

Mike,

The coin photos arrived OK.

A standard 1945 cent has a calculated density of 8.8685 g/cm3. Your 1945 cent has a 
calculated density of 9.0521 g/cm3, which is about 0.1836 greater than normal due to the 
silver content.

Nominal weight of a 1945 cent is 3.11035 grams (48 grains +/- 2 grains). The slab weight 
of your coin is 3.61 grams, which is about 0.5 gram greater than normal.

Considered together, and assuming minimal deviation from expected values, your coin 
should weigh 3.6814 grams or about 0.0741 grams (1.144 grains) heavier than reported on 
the slab. This discrepancy is within the legal tolerance; or might be due to measurement 
error in weight, or rounding error in XRF measurement, or poor XRF technique.

None of these explain the silver content.

From knowing that both normal alloy cents and wartime alloy nickels were in production 
at the Philadelphia Mint in 1945, an initial speculation might be cross contamination 
with the 56% copper, 35% silver component of five-cent coin alloy. (Copper and silver 
were prepared and mixed separately from the 9% manganese.)

To see if this is a plausible conjecture we have to examine Philadelphia Mint melting 
operations in 1944-1945 - the only years that both shell case brass, pure copper, and five-
cent wartime alloy were in simultaneous use.

Normal operation for 1944 cents (and 1945).

To return one-cent coins to the pre 1943 alloy and quell complaints about zinc coated 
steel cents, the War Production Board encouraged use of expended 50cal shell cases for 
cent coinage. By November 1943 a suitable compromise had been agreed to. The Mint 
did not have suitable ventilation and annealing equipment to melt brass shell casings. 
Contractors melted 70% Cu, 30% Zn shell cases into brass bars. The brass was supposed 

1945 Lincoln Cent Struck With Silver Composition of 12% Just Discovered
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to be assayed to ensure compliance with the contract. However, Dir. Ross’ memo to 
Shanahan, Superintendent of the San Francisco Mint states:

While the specifications in the bid invitations provide for assay certifications it is not 
contemplated that the shell ingots will be kept segregated by melts as is done with silver. 
It is expected by all concerned that the shell-ingot melts will run sufficiently uniform 
in composition to satisfactorily permit their use without consideration of the probable 
small variations, particularly since the 5 to 1 ratio of added virgin copper will materially 
diffuse the shell-ingot variations. In other words, it is anticipated that the indicated 
procedure will produce coin practically within the limits of the legal composition.
Normal cent coinage alloy was made by combining one (1) bar of shell case brass and 
five (5) times the brass’ weight with pure copper. (A proportion of 5 Cu: 1 Brass.) This 
produced a normal 95% Cu, 5% Zn alloy. A trace of tin was added co comply with the 
coinage law.

If a bar of the 5-cent coin alloy 56% Cu, 35% Ag without Mn were substituted for one of 
the pure Cu bars (same weight) the resulting alloy would be 89% Cu, 6% Ag and 5% Zn.

If two bars of this same 56-35 alloy (same weight) were substituted for two bars of pure 
Cu, the alloy would be about 82.82% Cu, 12.03% Ag, 5.16% Zn. The calculated alloy 
density would be 9.0505. This “two bar” substitution is too close to the reported XRF 
to ignore. It also uses what we currently understand about mint operations for shell case 
brass and wartime five-cent alloy. The director’s comment about not assaying shell case 
bars might also indicate a pervasive assumption that the alloy resulting from the 5:1 ratio 
was “good enough not to be tested,” and that little attention was paid to possible alloy 
ingot or strip color differences.

That said, we cannot prove this kind of accident occurred. It is, however, all I can come 
up with given the current limited state of operational detail and the overall coinage 
operations in 1945.

Last, in looking at the photos you sent, I have an impression that the two 1945 cents are 
a product of different hubs. But, you have the coins in-hand and are in a much better 
position to make that determination. This is unlikely to affect anything involving the 
two coins, but is mentioned for completeness.

Roger Burdette
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1945 Lincoln Cent Struck With Silver Composition of 12% Just Discovered

Here is a comparison between a
regular 1945 Lincoln Cent (left) and

this just discovered mint error (right)
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1945 Lincoln Cent Struck With Silver Composition of 12% Just Discovered



Page 140 minterrornews.com

1945 Lincoln Cent Struck With Silver Composition of 12% Just Discovered



The CoinWeek Mission:

Our mission is a simple one, to inform, entertain and educate  our readers about 
coins, paper money, and every other area of numismatic pursuit.

We accomplish that mission by having the best numismatic writers and contributors 
in the industry. In fact since 2011, CoinWeek writers and contributors have won 
over 40 Numismatic Literary Guild Awards and CoinWeek itself has been named 
the “Best Online News Site” for the last 4 years straight.

CoinWeek provides the facts that collectors can use.  We tell the back stories about 
coins and the people that collect and sell them.  We provide perspective commentary 
and analysis on the issues that effect the industry and the hobby we love…. And we 
do it all for FREE.

Why You Should Read CoinWeek:

•	 CoinWeek is independent and unafraid of tackling important issues that face 
the hobby.

•	 CoinWeek and its representatives attend almost all of the major Coin & Currency 
conventions in order to bring the most current print and video news from the 
numismatic marketplace to our readers.

•	 CoinWeek offers innovative coverage of modern coin issues, auction houses, 
and the world mints. We go beyond the surface information you usually find 
elsewhere.

•	 CoinWeek maintains the largest numismatic video library accessible on the web 
to offer our subscribers the most comprehensive educational video available 
with information about  rare coin and currency news, seminars, interviews, 
collecting tips and more.

c o i n w e e k . c o m
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Pattern
“Struck-Overs”

By Ron Guth
www.germancoins.com

Pattern coins, by definition, are 
experimental pieces created 
to test new designs, different 

metal alloys, formats (sizes and 
weights), or denominations. Out of 
convenience and economy, most U.S. 
pattern coins were made using readily 
available blanks. Occasionally, new 
alloys were mixed up, rolled out, and 
the resultant blanks were punched 
out to the required diameters. In 
extremely rare instances, existing 
coins were plucked from circulation 
and were overstruck using pattern 
dies. The stories these unusual 
overstrikes tell can be quite revealing 

– for example, the dates on some of 
the host coins are LATER than the 
dates on the overstrike, proving that 
some pattern coins were restrikes 
made years later to satisfy collector 
demand.  Other overstrikes were 
made privately using dies discarded 
by the U.S. Mint; these are not official 
pattern coins but their inclusion in 
traditional pattern coin listings has 
given them special status.

The following list of pattern “struck-
overs” includes some of the most 
unusual American pattern coins ever 
made -- and their fascinating stories.
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1804 10C Judd A1804-2, Pollock 6070
Struck on an 1838 Large Cent, Newcomb 1. This piece (as well as most of the others in this article) proves that 
the date on a coin is not necessarily the year in which it was struck. Technically, this piece is not an overstrike 
since the Dime is so much smaller than the Large Cent -- plus the reverse was struck with a blank punch of the 
approximate size of a Dime. By themselves, regular-issue 1804 Dimes are quite scarce and this appears to have 
been made using an obverse die that was discarded by the Mint. This suspicion is confirmed by the extreme late 
state of the dies, which is never seen on the actual Dimes. The Large Cent was not annealed (softened by heat) 
before the Dime die was punched in, resulting in myriad, spidery die cracks around the overstrike and deforming 
the Large Cent into an oval shape. A second example of this type is known, but the host coin has not been 
identified and may just be a copper blank.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1818 1C Judd 45, Pollock 6210, Silver
Struck over an 1860 Quarter Dollar. This piece is clearly a private strike using mis-matched dies discarded by the 
Mint. It combines the obverse of an 1818 Quarter Dollar (Browning 2) and the reverse of an 1818 Large Cent (used 
on Newcomb 8 and 10). At one time, this was believed to have been struck over an 1800 Quarter Dollar -- a coin 
that never existed. Another interesting anomaly found on this piece is that the reeded edge of the Quarter Dollar 
has been flattened, indicating that it was struck in a close collar – something that was not in use on American 
coins until 1827.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1827/3 25C B-2, Judd 48a, Square Base 2 in 25C, Restrike, Period One (Class II)
Struck over a Draped Bust Quarter Dollar of undetermined date. The provenance on this coin is lengthy and goes 
all the way back to Adam Eckfeldt, the second Chief Coiner at the Philadelphia Mint from 1814 to 1839. Unlike 
the later restrikes, the dies on this piece show minimal rust and the strike details are as strong as on any of the 
Original 1827/3 Quarters. Could it have been struck in 1827 to test a close collar, was it struck later, and did 
Eckfeldt really own this coin?

1827/3 25C B-2, Judd 48a, Square Base 2 in 25C, Restrike, Period One (Class II)
Struck over a Draped Bust, Heraldic Eagle Quarter Dollar of undetermined date. Similar to the preceding piece, 
with the same characteristics, the same Eckfeldt ownership, and the same unanswered questions. However, both 
this and the preceding coin are the closest to being true patterns of all of the coins on this list because they were 
struck near the time when the Mint was experimenting with (and adopting) close collars, accounting for the 
crushed edge lettering on both coins.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1836 $1 Judd 67, Pollock 70
Struck over an 1859 Gold Dollar. Traces of the word DOLLAR and the date 1859 are visible near the center of 
the reverse. This coin was once part of the fabulous Dr. John E. Wilkison collection, one of the most complete 
collections of U.S. gold pattern coins. The 1859 date is a dead-giveaway that this is a later restrike.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1838 50C Judd 83a, Pollock 92, Copper, Plain Edge, Unique
Counterfeit 1838 50C dies struck twice over a genuine 1798 Large Cent
Plated on p. 93 of Keith R. Davignon’s “Contemporary Counterfeit Capped Bust Half Dollars”, 2nd edition. An 
obvious concoction that somehow made it into the Judd listing, thus giving it elite status among contemporary 
counterfeit Half Dollars. In Judd’s defense, the coin looks legitimate. Judd may never have seen the actual coin 
or he may have relied on prior listings. Either way, he did not have the benefit of subsequent research and the 
excellent, digital photography of today.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1838 $1 Judd 84, Pollock 93, Silver, Reeded Edge, Gobrecht, Restrike, Die Alignment III
Struck over an 1859 Silver Dollar. This overstrike was first publicized by Walter Breen in the May 1957 issue of 
“The Numismatist.” This is one of the “coolest” Gobrecht Dollars. The host coin was positioned in the press such 
that the 1838 date sat atop part of the underlying 1859.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1852 $1 Judd 137, Pollock 164, Gold, Reeded Edge, Rarity 8
Struck over a cut-down Quarter Eagle (possibly an 1846). This Annular (or Ring Dollar) attempted to overcome 
the objection that existing Gold Dollars were too small. The diameter matched that of the $2.50 Quarter Eagle, but 
by punching out the center, the weight matched that of a Gold Dollar.  Unfortunately, the width of the outer “ring” 
provided limited space for the legally-required design elements.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1852 $1 Judd 137, Pollock 164, Gold, Reeded Edge, Rarity 8
Struck over an 1859 $2.50.  Similar to the preceding except this one has a clearly legible 1859 date on the wreath 
side.  This coin was once owned by the legendary collectors Col. E.H.R. Green and King Farouk of Egypt.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Mike Byers

1852 $1 Judd 138, Pollock 165, Silver, Plain Edge, Thin Planchet, Rarity 7
Struck over a gold-plated, cut-down Seated Liberty, Legend Obverse Dime. This unique item, discovered by 
Mike Byers and announced in July 2018 is the only known instance where a coin was gold-plated BEFORE it 
was struck. Adding gold plating to a pattern coin that had already been struck appears to have been a frequent 
occurrence at the U.S. Mint, though some coins may have been gold-plated at a later date or outside the Mint. 
However, until this coin appeared, no previously-plated host coin was known to exist.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1852 $1 Judd 138, Pollock 165, Silver, Plain Edge, Thick Planchet, Rarity 8
Struck over a cut-down 1860 Dime. Similar to the preceding except that, in this case, the Dime was not gold-plated 
before or after striking. This type did not bear a denomination on either side but was clearly intended for a Gold 
Dollar (why make an underweight Ring Dime when regular Dimes were already being made with no complaints?).  
At least two of these are known.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1852 $1 Judd 145, Pollock 173, Gold, Plain Edge, Thick Planchet, Rarity 5
Struck over a $2.50 gold piece of undetermined date. This was a more sophisticated version of the Ring Dollars, with 
denticled borders on both sides, a full UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, and an actual DOLLAR denomination 
on the reverse. Like so many of the other patterns in this list, it was most likely a restrike made in a later year to 
be sold or traded to a collector.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1852 $1 Judd 146, Pollock 174, Silver, Plain Edge, Rarity 8
Struck over an 1860 Dime. Identical in design to the preceding and, in this case, the date of the host coin is legible 
and the Restrike status is indisputable.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”



Page 155 minterrornews.com

Credit: Heritage Numismatic Auctions

1865 $1 Judd 434, Pollock 507, Silver, Reeded Edge, Rarity 7-
Struck over an 1866 Silver Dollar
This is a so-called “transitional” pattern that purportedly bridged the design change from the old No Motto type to 
the new With Motto type that went into production in 1866. However, the 1866 of the host coin is readily apparent 
under the 1865 date. To make matters even more interesting, it was once believed that the host coin was dated 
1853; however, close examination of high-quality digital images refutes that claim.

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”
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Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

1915 50C Judd 1960 (formerly Judd 1793), Pollock 2031, Gold, Reeded Edge
Struck over a cut-down Saint-Gaudens $20 and lacking the usual “S” Mintmark. Apparently, the Philadelphia 
Mint played around with the Panama-Pacific Exposition dies before sending them out to San Francisco, as several 
off-metal Half Dollars and Dollars are known without mintmarks and there are even unconfirmed reports of Fifty 
Dollars (Octagonal and Round) in silver.  At least two Half Dollars, including this one, were struck on Saint-
Gaudens Double Eagles that had been cut down to Half Dollar size, then filed down (but not completely enough 
to obliterate all the details of the host coin).

HONORABLE MENTIONS:
What do you call a regular issue coin struck over a Pattern? At least seven 1795 Half Cents exist with undertypes 
of copper 1794 Half Dollars. In a true demonstration of frugality, U.S. Mint employees in 1795 took copper pattern 
1794 Half Dollars, cut them down in size, then struck them as 1795 Half Cents and released them into circulation!

The existence of these pattern overstrikes and the recent discovery (2018) of a new type should motivate collectors 
and researchers to examine their pattern coins more closely. Who knows what interesting host coins and “struck-
over” patterns are out there waiting to be discovered?

Pat tern “Struck-Overs”



Ron Guth, Numismatic Expert
Ron Guth is a recognized authority on United States and German coins. He 
is a licensed Certified Public Accountant who has been involved professionally 
in numismatics for over fifty years as a collector, dealer, researcher, and writer. 
His books and articles have earned numerous awards, including the American 
Numismatic Association’s Heath Literary award and the Olga & Wayte Raymond 
awards, the Numismatic Literary Guild‘s Best Numismatic Investment Book 
and Best Book of  the Year awards, and the Professional Numismatic Guild‘s 
Best Book of  the Year award. In 2003, Ron received the prestigious President’s 
Award from the American Numismatic Association in recognition of  his 
numerous contributions to numismatics. In 2021, Coin World named Ron as 
one of  the Top Ten Most Influential People in Numismatics for the sixty-year 
period from 1960-2020.

Ron created the CoinFacts website (now PCGS CoinFacts) in 1999 and sold 
the website to Collectors Universe in 2004 (where it is now presented as PCGS 
CoinFacts. Ron served in various capacities at Collectors Universe, including 
Director of  Numismatic Research, President of  the Professional Coin Grading 
Service, and President of  PCGS CoinFacts.

Currently, Ron serves as proprietor of  GermanCoins.com and as Chief  
Investigator at the Numismatic Detective Agency, where he provides expert 
provenance on high-end coins.

GermanCoins.com
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A Selection of My Favorite

Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

- Part Six -
by Mike Byers

Here are some more of my favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & 
Die Trials that I have handled throughout my 50 year career.

1875-S Seated Liberty Half Dollar
Struck 15% Off-Center

PCGS AU 58

https://mikebyers.com/21597939.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

1867 5¢ Obverse Hub Trial Struck in Copper
Judd Plate Coin J-A1867-9

NGC MS 63 Brown
UNIQUE

https://mikebyers.com/ja1867-9.html

1867 5¢ Obverse & Reverse Hub Trial Struck in Copper
Plate Coin Judd & Pollock - Judd # J-A 1867-15

NGC MS 64 Brown
UNIQUE

https://mikebyers.com/ja1867-15.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

SBA Dollar Struck on Experimental Planchet
PCGS MS 67

https://mikebyers.com/expsba.html

Double Struck French 5 Francs on Spoon!!

https://mikebyers.com/spoon.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

1856 Large Cent Cap
NGC MS 63

https://mikebyers.com/1856largecentcap.html

1800 Draped Bust Dollar
Double Struck 2nd Strike 15% Off-Center

PCGS XF 45

https://mikebyers.com/22055919.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

Liberty Nickel Counterbrockage
ANACS MS 64

https://mikebyers.com/733956.html

1900-O Barber Half Dollar
Struck 10% Off-Center

PCGS AU 50
Extremely Rare

https://mikebyers.com/3680506.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

Canadian 1978 Cent
Multi Struck Over 1974 $10 Olympic Commemorative

https://mikebyers.com/1978canadabonded.html

(C1865) Lincoln Medals K-247 Broken Column
Pair of Lead Obv & Rev Die Trials (Uniface)

Reverse Die Trial is Double Struck
NGC AU 55 & MS 61 UNIQUE

https://mikebyers.com/1983642-001-1983642-002.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

Chile 5 Pesos Uncancelled Obverse Die
UNIQUE IN PRIVATE HANDS

Gem Matte Condition
NGC Certified & Encapsulated

https://mikebyers.com/chile-5-pesos-die.html

Unique Set of Ike Dollar Experimental Planchets
Silver & Clad Ike $1 Planchets

Experimental Rinses with Mint Notations - Discovery Pieces
Certified by NGC - From The San Francisco Hoard - UNIQUE

https://mikebyers.com/unique-set-of-ike-experimental-planchets.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

Ike Dollar Struck 40% Off-Center
On a Philippine 1 Piso Planchet

PCGS MS 64
UNIQUE

https://mikebyers.com/81797560.html

1971 Great Britain ½ Pence
Struck With Two Obverse Dies

NGC MS 61
UNIQUE

https://mikebyers.com/1879857-008.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

1843-C $2½
Partial Brockage

PCGS AU 58
UNIQUE

https://mikebyers.com/3629965.html

Peace Dollar
Die Adjustment Strike

25% Off-Center
PCGS AU 50

https://mikebyers.com/peacedollar.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

1864 2¢ Obverse Die Cap
Mated With Brockage

PCGS MS 62
UNIQUE

https://mikebyers.com/10563338.html

1863 Indian Head Cent
Deep Obverse Die Cap

PCGS MS 65

https://mikebyers.com/24465654.html
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A Selection of My Favorite Mint Errors, Patterns & Die Trials

1862 Indian Head Cent
Deep Obverse Die Cap

PCGS MS 62

https://mikebyers.com/1862cap.html

1981 Dime Cap
Overstruck on a 1981 Cent Cap

UNIQUE

https://mikebyers.com/dimeoncentcap.html
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This price guide is brought to you by Mint Error News. It has been compiled by 
many of the top major mint error dealers.
This price guide is a guide. Prices fluctuate due to the date, grade, eye appeal and how 
dramatic the striking error is. Rarity is also a factor. The price is sometimes based on 
the rarity and grade of the type of coin as well as how rare the error is. The price can 
also vary depending on whether two collectors are bidding for the same rare major 
mint error. When purchasing a mint error, it is important to use multiple resources to 
determine value, as there are many mint errors that do not fit into one category.

Proof Errors (Updated November 2025)

Proof coins are struck by technicians who hand 
feed the blanks into special presses. They are 

produced, examined, and packaged using extreme 
quality control. It is very unusual to find major 
proof errors. A few broadstrikes, off-centers, 
double strikes in collars and off-metals have been 
known to be found in sealed proof sets. Proof 
errors are aggressively sought after by many error 
collectors.

A very small group of Proof errors recently came 
from a collection that was auctioned by the State of 
California. The U.S. Secret Service inspected and 
released this collection to the State of California 
determining that it was legal to own. The State of 
California then auctioned the collection and it has 
been dispersed since the sale.

Denomination Broadstrikes Die Trials Double/Triple 
Strikes

Off-Center 
Strikes

Partial Collar 
Errors

Proof Lincoln Cent $500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000 $500
Proof Jefferson Nickel $1,000 $1,000 $2,500 $2,000 $1,000
Proof Clad Dime $1,000 $1,500 $2,500 $2,500 $1,250
Proof Clad Quarter $1,000 $1,500 $2,500 $2,500 $1,250
Proof Clad Half $2,500 $2,000 $5,000 $1,500 $2,000
Proof Ike Dollar $15,000 - $25,000 - $4,000
Presidential Dollar - - - - 3 Known

- Updated November 2025 -

Mint Error News Price Guide
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Mint Error News Price Guide
Broadstrikes (Updated November 2025)

A broadstruck error occurs when a coin is 
struck without the collar to form the rim and 

edge that is part of the shape of the coin. Coins 
can be broadstruck on either type one or type two 
planchets. When a coin is broadstruck the blank 
being fed into the collar will spread and distort 
outward as it is being struck because the collar 
isn’t in the correct position to retain it.

Denomination (Small) XF/AU (Small) Unc (Large) XF/AU (Large) Unc
Large Cent $150 $300 $400 $1,500
Flying Eagle Cent (1857 – 1858) $1,000 $2,500 $1,500 $7,500
Indian Cent $50 $150 $200 $350
Lincoln Cent 1930 and Earlier $50 $150 $100 $250
Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel $40 $100 $75 $200
Proof Lincoln Cent N/A $750 N/A $1,000
3 Cent Nickel $250 $1,000 $400 $1,500
3 Cent Silver $1,000 $3,500 $1,500 $5,000
Shield Nickel $400 $1,250 $1,000 $2,500
Liberty Nickel $150 $300 $200 $600
Buffalo Nickel $100 $200 $200 $500
Jefferson Nickel War Time $100 $200 $200 $500
Proof Jefferson Nickel N/A $750 N/A $1,000
Seated Half Dime Legend $500 $1,500 $1,000 $2,500
Seated Dime Legend $500 $1,500 $1,000 $2,500
Barber Dime $150 $250 $200 $400
Mercury Dime $40 $150 $150 $250
Proof Clad Dime N/A $750 N/A $1,000
Barber Quarter $600 $1,250 $1,000 $2,500
Standing Liberty Quarter $2,000 $4,000 $3,000 $6,000
Washington Quarter Silver $75 $150 $100 $250
State Quarter N/A $25 N/A $50
Proof Clad Quarter N/A $750 N/A $1,000
Barber Half $1,000 $2,000 $2,000 $4,000
Walking Liberty Half $3,000 $5,000 $4,000 $7,000
Franklin Half $1,500 $3,000 $2,000 $4,000
Kennedy Half Silver $150 $250 $200 $300
Kennedy Half Clad $40 $60 $50 $75
Proof Clad Half N/A $1,000 N/A $2,000
Morgan Dollar $200 $500 $400 $1,000
Peace Dollar $5,000 $7,500 $6,000 $10,000
IKE Dollar $100 $150 $150 $200
SBA Dollar $50 $75 $100 $200
Sac Dollar N/A $300 N/A $1,000
Presidential Dollar N/A $1,500 N/A $2,500
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Mint Error News Price Guide
Partial Collars (Updated November 2025)

Partial collar strikes occur when there is a malfunction 
of the striking press.  This causes the collar to be in 

an incorrect position.  The lower die (usually the reverse 
die) is recessed in the collar.  This allows the coin which 
is going to be struck to have a formed rim.  After a coin 
is struck the lower die raises upwards, pushing the struck 
coin out of the collar and ejecting it.  If a blank entering 
the collar is not properly seated, it will only have partial 
reeding as it is struck.  The edge of this coin will have a 
partial reeding and a partial blank surface area.  Recently, 
the Mint has installed new machinery where either die can 
be installed in either position.

Denomination XF/AU Unc
Large Cent $100 $200
Flying Eagle Cent (1857 – 1858) $500 $1,500
Indian Cent $35 $100
Lincoln Cent 1930 and Earlier $30 $100
Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel $25 $50
Proof Lincoln Cent N/A $750
3 Cent Nickel $150 $500
3 Cent Silver $250 $750
Shield Nickel $200 $600
Liberty Nickel $50 $150
Buffalo Nickel $50 $75
Jefferson Nickel War Time $40 $60
Proof Jefferson Nickel N/A $1,000
Seated Half Dime Legend $750 $1,500
Seated Dime Legend $500 $1,250
Barber Dime $75 $150
Mercury Dime $30 $100
Proof Clad Dime N/A $1,250
Barber Quarter $300 $750
Standing Liberty Quarter $1,250 $2,000
Washington Quarter Silver $40 $75
State Quarter N/A $15
Proof Clad Quarter N/A $1,500
Barber Half $1,000 $1,500
Walking Liberty Half $1,500 $3,500
Franklin Half $500 $1,000
Kennedy Half Silver $50 $100
Kennedy Half Clad $20 $30
Proof Clad Half N/A $2,000
Morgan Dollar $150 $300
Peace Dollar $1,000 $2,500
IKE Dollar $50 $100
SBA Dollar $20 $30
Sac Dollar N/A $100
Presidential Dollar N/A $400
$1 Gold Type 1 $1,000 $2,000
$1 Gold Type 2 $2,000 $3,000
$1 Gold Type 3 $1,000 $2,000
$2½ Liberty $1,500 $3,000
$2½ Indian $2,000 $3,000
$3 $5,000 $10,000
$5 Liberty $4,000 $5,000
$5 Indian $4,000 $6,000
$10 Liberty $4,000 $7,500
$10 Indian $7,500 $10,000
$20 Liberty Type 3 $7,500 $10,000
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Uniface coins occur when there have been two 
blank planchets in the press at the same time. 

The other blank will obstruct the die on either 
the obverse or reverse side, which will prevent it 
from having that design on the coin. There are 
many different variations involving uniface errors. 
In addition to having a 100% blank obverse or 
reverse, a coin can be struck off-center, with a 
blank planchet in the collar which will obstruct 
one side of the off-center. There are also mated 
pairs which have a combination of multiple errors 
which can include a side which is uniface. Finally, 
there are uniface strikes due to a die cap which 
adhered to the die, forming itself in the shape of a 
die and striking blank planchets.

Denomination Uniface Obverse XF Uniface Obverse Unc Uniface Reverse XF Uniface Reverse Unc
Large Cent $1,500 $4,000 $1,250 $2,000
Indian Cent $750 $3,000 $700 $2,500
Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel $250 $500 $200 $400
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $50 $100 $40 $75
3 Cent Nickel $1,500 $3,000 $1,250 $2,500
Shield Nickel $1,750 $4,000 $1,500 $3,000
Liberty Nickel $2,000 $3,500 $1,500 $3,000
Buffalo Nickel $2,250 $3,000 $2,000 $2,500
Jefferson Nickel War Time $300 $750 $250 $500
Jefferson Nickel $20 $40 $20 $40
Barber Dime $2,000 $3,000 $1,500 $2,500
Mercury Dime $1,500 $2,500 $1,250 $2,250
Roosevelt Dime Silver $100 $150 $100 $150
Roosevelt Dime Clad $40 $75 $35 $60
Washington Quarter Silver $400 $750 $350 $500
Washington Quarter Clad $100 $125 $75 $100
State Quarter N/A $300 N/A $500
Kennedy Half Clad $750 $1,000 $500 $750
IKE Dollar $2,000 $4,000 N/A $3,000
SBA Dollar $500 $1,000 N/A $750
Sac Dollar $750 $1,500 N/A $1,000
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Bonded coins occur when the feeder 
system, which supplies blank planchets 

to the coin press, malfunctions and jams. 
When this occurs, a struck coin is not 
properly ejected and another planchet is fed 
into the collar and is struck. This struck coin 
will land on top of the previously unejected 
strike. These coins will then crush and bond 
together. This may occur many times as more 
coins bond.

Denomination 2 Planchets 3-4 Planchets 5-10 Planchets
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $5,000 $15,000 −
Lincoln Cent Memorial $600 $2,000 $5,000 - $10,000
Jefferson Nickel $1,250 $5,000 $6,000 - $10,000
Roosevelt Dime Silver $4,000 $12,500 −
Roosevelt Dime Clad $1,500 $5,000 $10,000
Washington Quarter Silver $7,500 − −
Washington Quarter Clad $3,000 − −
State Quarter $5,000 − −
Kennedy Half Silver $12,500 − −
Kennedy Half Clad $10,000 − −
IKE Dollar − − −
SBA Dollar $10,000 − −
Sac Dollar $10,000 − −
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The blanking press takes the coils of 
metal strips and punches blanks out of 

it, ejecting the webbing at the other end. The 
webbing is cut into small scrap pieces to be 
melted and recycled. Occasionally a scrap 
piece will be mixed with the blank planchets 
and struck by the dies. Struck fragments are 
rare in the larger denominations. These can 
be uniface or die struck both sides and are 
very rare on type coins.

Denomination Uniface Die Struck Both Sides
Indian Cent $1,000 $2,000
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $750 $2,000
Lincoln Cent Memorial $75 $125
3 Cent Nickel $3,000 $3,500
Jefferson Nickel $100 $200
Roosevelt Dime Silver $500 $1,000
Roosevelt Dime Clad $150 $250
Washington Quarter Silver $1,250 $1,500
Washington Quarter Clad $200 $300
State Quarter $750 $1,000
Kennedy Half Silver $1,500 $2,500
Kennedy Half Clad $750 $1,250
IKE Dollar $4,000 $6,000
SBA Dollar $2,000 $3,000
Sac Dollar $2,000 $4,000
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Mated pairs involve two individual coins with different 
errors that were struck together at the same time. Mated 

pair error combinations can be found in most error types and 
come in many shapes and sizes. Mated pairs can be overlapped 
when one of the coins is struck off-center on top of another 
coin. Another type involves a brockage where a struck coin 
was perfectly centered on a blank and restruck. Some mated 
pairs involve a die cap where the cap and brockage coin are 
discovered together, but this is a scarce find.

The rarest mated pair type involves two die caps (obverse and 
reverse) where both dies were capped at the same time and both 
die caps are mated. This last type is extremely rare and there 
are only a few known examples of mated pairs involving an 

obverse die cap and reverse die cap. There are several of these mated pairs known on Kennedy Halves 
including two dated 1976, which is the Bicentennial year. One of the most spectacular mated pairs involve 
two Barber Dimes, an obverse die cap mated to a reverse die cap and are unique.

Mated pairs can also involve an off-metal where a smaller blank planchet or smaller struck coin was struck 
on top of a larger coin. This type is extremely rare. The most spectacular pair known is a double struck 
Franklin Half which was mated to a Lincoln Cent. The Lincoln Cent blank was on top of the obverse of the 
struck Franklin Half. This pair was then struck together. It is unique.

Denomination Overlapping Full Brockage Die Cap 2 Die Caps
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $3,500 $4,500 $7,500 −
Lincoln Cent Memorial $500 $750 $750 $1,250
Liberty Nickel − $20,000 − −
Jefferson Nickel (pre War Time) − − − $10,000
Jefferson Nickel $1,000 $1,250 $1,500 $2,500
Barber Dime − − − $50,000
Roosevelt Dime Silver $3,500 $4,000 $4,000 −
Roosevelt Dime Clad $1,250 $1,500 $2,500 $3,000
Washington Quarter Silver $5,000 − − −
Washington Quarter Clad $2,000 $2,500 $5,000 $7,500
State Quarter $4,000 $6,000 $10,000 −
Kennedy Half Silver $7,500 $7,500 $7,500 $12,500
Kennedy Half Clad $4,000 $5,000 $6,000 $7,500
Kennedy Half Bicentennial $6,000 $7,500 $7,500 $10,000
IKE Dollar $20,000 − − −
SBA Dollar $10,000 $12,500 − −
Sac Dollar − − − −
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A transitional error occurs when a coin is 
struck on a planchet from a previous year 

with different metal composition. The most 
famous transitional is a 1943 copper cent struck 
on a 1942 copper blank. 1943 cents were struck in 
steel because of the copper shortage during World 
War II. Other famous transitionals include 1965 
coinage struck in silver instead of clad.

There are also transitionals struck on blanks for 
the next year. An example is 1964 coinage in clad 
instead of silver. Most recently, transitionals were 
discovered involving the SBA and Sacagawea 
Dollars of 1999 and 2000. There are eight known 
1999 SBA Dollars struck on the brass planchet for 
the 2000 Sacagawea Dollar, and four known 2000 
Sacagawea Dollars struck on a clad planchet for 
the 1999 SBA Dollar.

Denomination Off-Metal Planchet Circulated AU Unc Choice Unc – Gem

Lincoln Cent 1943 Transitional Copper Cent Planchet $200,000 $250,000 $300,000 $350,000
Lincoln Cent 1944 Transitional Steel Cent Planchet $30,000 $50,000 $100,000 $150,000
Lincoln Cent 1964 Transitional Clad Dime Planchet $2,000 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000
Lincoln Cent 1965 Transitional Silver Dime Planchet $2,750 $4,500 $6,000 $7,500

Roosevelt Dime 1964 Transitional Clad Dime Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $7,500 $8,500
Roosevelt Dime 1965 Transitional Silver Dime Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $7,500 $8,500

Washington Quarter 1964 Transitional Clad Quarter Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $7,500 $12,500
Washington Quarter 1965 Transitional Silver Quarter Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $7,500 $8,500

Kennedy Half 1964 Transitional Clad Half Planchet $3,500 $4,500 $6,000 $10,000
Kennedy Half 1965 Transitional Silver Half Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $7,500 $10,000
Kennedy Half 1964 Transitional Clad Quarter Planchet $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 $5,000
Kennedy Half 1965 Transitional Silver Quarter Planchet $7,000 $8,000 $9,000 $10,000

Ike Dollar Transitional 40% Silver Planchet $2,750 $3,000 $3,500 $5,000
SBA Dollar Transitional Sacagawea Planchet N/A N/A $7,500 $10,000

Sacagawea Dollar Transitional SBA Planchet N/A N/A $7,500 $10,000
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Major mint errors on U.S. Gold coins are the 
most prized category of all mint errors. 

Gold errors are very rare and a few have traded in 
the $75,000 to $100,000 range. Even a broadstruck 
U.S. Gold coin can easily sell for $15,000 to 
$30,000 compared to a broadstruck Cent, Nickel, 
Dime or Quarter which all sell for well under $10. 
Many serious collectors of Gold Errors have to 
wait patiently for months and sometimes even 
years to acquire that one special piece for their 
collection.

The prices listed here are for common dates in 
AU-Unc. Better dates and errors that are in gem 
condition are worth considerably more.

Denomination Partial Collar Broadstruck Clipped Planchet 3% - 5% Off-Center 10% - 15% Off-Center

$1 Gold Type 1 $2,000 $5,000 $2,000 $3,000 $7,500
$1 Gold Type 2 $3,000 $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 $25,000
$1 Gold Type 3 $2,000 $4,000 $1,500 $3,000 $7,500
$2½ Liberty $3,000 $7,500 $2,500 $7,500 $15,000
$2½ Indian $3,000 $7,500 $2,500 $3,000 $7,500
$3 Indian $5,000 $15,000 $5,000 $15,000 $35,000
$5 Liberty $4,000 $8,500 $3,000 $7,500 $30,000
$5 Indian $5,000 $10,000 $3,000 $15,000 $30,000
$10 Liberty $4,000 $20,000 $3,000 $15,000 $30,000
$10 Indian $5,000 $20,000 $5,000 $30,000 $60,000
$20 Liberty $5,000 $20,000 $7,500 $50,000 $125,000
$20 St. Gaudens – – $5,000 – –
$5 American Eagle $1,000 $2,000 $750 $2,500 $3,500
$10 American Eagle $1,250 $2,500 $1,000 $3,000 $3,500
$25 American Eagle $1,500 $3,000 $1,500 $3,500 $5,000
$50 American Eagle $2,000 $5,000 $2,000 $5,000 $10,000
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An indent error occurs when two blanks are 
fed inadvertently into the same collar, with 

one blank partly overlaying on top of the other. 
When the hammer die strikes this combination, 
the upper blank will be forced into the lower 
blank, creating a depression which is shaped 
similar to the upper blank. A scarce type of 
indent occurs when a blank intended for one 
denomination lands on top of a blank from a 
different denomination.

Denomination 10% - 25% XF 30% - 50% XF 10% - 25% Unc 30% - 50% Unc
Large Cent $300 $600 $750 $2,000
Indian Cent $250 $500 $400 $750
Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel $100 $300 $175 $500
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $30 $75 $75 $125
3 Cent Nickel $500 $1,250 $1,500 $3,000
Shield Nickel $500 $1,500 $2,000 $3,000
Liberty Nickel $400 $1,000 $750 $1,500
Buffalo Nickel $300 $1,000 $600 $2,000
Jefferson Nickel War Time $200 $400 $400 $750
Jefferson Nickel $10 $25 $15 $30
Barber Dime $1,000 $2,000 $1,500 $3,000
Mercury Dime $300 $750 $500 $1,500
Roosevelt Dime Silver $30 $60 $50 $100
Roosevelt Dime Clad $10 $20 $15 $30
Washington Quarter Silver $100 $200 $150 $300
Washington Quarter Clad $25 $50 $35 $100
State Quarter N/A N/A $200 $350
Kennedy Half Clad $150 $300 $200 $400
IKE Dollar $350 $1,000 $500 $2,500
SBA Dollar $200 $400 $250 $500
Sac Dollar $300 $500 $400 $750
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Die caps are caused when a struck coin sticks 
to the upper hammer die. Once the coin is 

struck to the die face, the reverse of the struck 
coin becomes the new die face. When the next 
blank is fed into the collar and the strike occurs, 
the reverse design of the adhered struck coin im-
presses itself into the new blank. This struck coin 
is a brockage strike. The coin that adhered to the 
upper die is known as a die cap. This process re-
peats itself as more coins are struck by the cap. 
The greater the number of strikes, the higher the 
cap metal will be pushed around the upper die 
shaft. Eventually, the cap brakes away from the 
die in the shape of a thimble.

Denomination Obverse Cap XF Obverse Cap Unc Reverse Cap XF Reverse Cap Unc
Large Cent $25,000 $50,000 – –
Indian Cent 1859 $20,000 $40,000 – –
Indian Cent 1860-1864 $15,000 $40,000 – –
Indian Cent 1864-1909 $15,000 $30,000  $2,500 $7,500
Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel – – – –
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $1,000 $2,500 $500 $1,000
Lincoln Cent Memorial $150 $200 $50 $100
2 Cent Piece $20,000 $50,000 $15,000 $30,000
3 Cent Nickel – – – –
Shield Nickel – – – –
Liberty Nickel $12,500 $25,000 – –
Buffalo Nickel (1 Known) – $30,000 – –
Jefferson Nickel War Time $10,000 – – –
Jefferson Nickel $200 $350 $150 $250
Barber Dime $15,000 $30,000 $5,000 $10,000
Mercury Dime (2 Known) $5,000 $7,500 – –
Roosevelt Dime Silver $750 $1,250 $500 $750
Roosevelt Dime Clad $200 $400 $200 $250
Barber Quarter $20,000 $50,000 – –
Washington Quarter Silver $1,500 $4,000 $1,500 $2,000
Washington Quarter Clad $350 $750 $250 $350
State Quarter N/A $1,000 N/A $600
Kennedy Half Silver $3,000 $5,000 $2,000 $3,000
Kennedy Half Clad $2,000 $3,500 $1,500 $2,000
Kennedy Half Bicentennial $2,500 $4,000 $1,750 $2,500
IKE Dollar – $30,000 – –
SBA Dollar N/A $15,000 N/A $10,000
Sac Dollar N/A $15,000 N/A $15,000
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Die adjustment strikes are also known 
as die trials. This error occurs when a 

coin is struck from the press with very little 
pressure. When the press is being set up and 
adjusted, extremely weak strikes occur as 
the strike pressure reaches its optimum lev-
el. These die trials are destroyed after being 
struck and are rarely found in circulation.

Denomination XF/AU Unc
Indian Cent $1,000 $2,000
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ear $200 $300
Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel $750 $1,500
Lincoln Cent Memorial $50 $75
2 Cent $5,000 –
Liberty Nickel $3,000 $5,000
Buffalo Nickel $4,000 $7,500
Jefferson Nickel War Time $1,250 $2,000
Jefferson Nickel $75 $100
Proof Jefferson Nickel N/A $1,000
Barber Dime $2,500 $3,500
Mercury Dime $1,000 $1,500
Roosevelt Dime Silver $350 $500
Roosevelt Dime Clad $100 $125
Seated Quarter $4,000 $7,500
Standing Liberty Quarter $7,500 $15,000
Washington Quarter Silver $500 $750
Washington Quarter Clad (Pre-State) $125 $150
State Quarter N/A $200
Walking Liberty Half $2,500 $5,000
Kennedy Half Silver $500 $750
Kennedy Half Clad $200 $250
Proof Kennedy Half 40% Silver N/A $1,500
Proof Kennedy Half Clad N/A $1,000
Morgan Dollar $1,500 $2,500
Peace Dollar $7,000 $10,000
IKE Dollar $300 $400
IKE Dollar Bicentennial $350 $500
SBA Dollar N/A $500
Sac Dollar N/A $1,000
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One of the most expensive, popular, and 
desired types of errors are the double 

denominations. This error happens when 
a coin is struck on a previously struck coin 
of a smaller denomination. Examples are 
a cent on a struck dime, and a nickel on a 
struck cent. The most dramatic are those 
with considerable design visible from the 
original strike. There are a few known double 
denominations with different dates.

Denomination Struck On Circulated AU Unc
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears Mercury Dime $6,000 $12,500 $20,000
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears Roosevelt Dime $4,000 $5,000 $6,000
Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears Foreign Coin $2,000 $2,500 –
Lincoln Cent Memorial Roosevelt Dime Silver $3,000 $4,500 $6,000
Lincoln Cent Memorial Roosevelt Dime Clad N/A N/A $750
Lincoln Cent Memorial Foreign Coin N/A $600 $750
Jefferson Nickel Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $1,500 $2,000 $2,500
Jefferson Nickel Lincoln Cent Memorial N/A $750 $1,000
Jefferson Nickel Foreign Coin $1,000 $1,250 $1,500
Jefferson Nickel Roosevelt Dime $1,000 $1,250 $1,500
Roosevelt Dime Silver Foreign Coin $4,000 $5,000 $7,500
Roosevelt Dime Clad Foreign Coin $3,000 $4,000 $5,000
Washington Quarter Silver Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $3,000 $4,000 $6,000
Washington Quarter Silver Lincoln Cent Memorial $2,500 $3,000 $3,500
Washington Quarter Silver Foreign Coin $2,500 $3,000 $3,500
Washington Quarter Silver Jefferson Nickel $3,000 $4,000 $6,000
Washington Quarter Silver Roosevelt Dime Silver $2,500 $3,000 $3,500
Washington Quarter Clad Lincoln Cent Memorial $2,500 $3,000 $3,500
Washington Quarter Clad Foreign Coin $2,000 $2,500 $3,000
Washington Quarter Clad Jefferson Nickel $2,500 $3,000 $3,500
Washington Quarter Clad Roosevelt Dime Clad $2,000 $2,500 $3,000
State Quarter Jefferson Nickel N/A $2,000 $3,000
State Quarter (Extremely Rare) Any Other Denomination N/A $10,000 $12,500
Franklin Half Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $7,500 $12,500 $25,000
Kennedy Half (Extremely Rare) Any Denomination $7,500 $10,000 $12,500
IKE Dollar (Extremely Rare) Any Denomination $15,000 $20,000 $25,000
Sac Dollar Maryland State Quarter N/A $3,000 $4,000
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Denomination 50% Brockage XF 100% Brockage XF 50% Brockage Unc 100% Brockage Unc

Large Cent $600 $1,000 $3,000 $10,000

Indian Cent $500 $1,250 $1,500 $4,000

Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel $350 $500 $650 $1,000

Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $125 $200 $200 $350

3 Cent Nickel $1,250 $2,000 $3,500 $5,000

3 Cent Silver $2,000 $3,000 $3,000 $6,000

Shield Nickel $1,500 $2,500 $3,500 $5,000

Liberty Nickel $1,250 $2,250 $2,000 $4,000

Buffalo Nickel $2,000 $2,500 $4,000 $7,500

Jefferson Nickel War Time $250 $750 $750 $1,500

Jefferson Nickel $50 $75 $50 $150

Barber Dime $1,500 $3,500 $5,000 $12,500

Mercury Dime $750 $3,000 $1,500 $4,000

Roosevelt Dime Silver $100 $200 $150 $250

Roosevelt Dime Clad $50 $100 $75 $150

Washington Quarter Silver $200 $500 $500 $1,000

Washington Quarter Clad $75 $150 $150 $250

State Quarter N/A N/A $750 $1,500

Kennedy Half Clad N/A N/A $650 $1,500

IKE Dollar $1,500 $4,000 $3,000 $10,000

SBA Dollar N/A N/A $500 $2,500

Sac Dollar N/A N/A $1,500 $5,000

A brockage error can only occur when there 
are two coins involved. One of the coins 

involved will always be a struck coin which has 
not ejected properly. That struck coin will find 
its way back between the dies and will be struck 
next to a blank planchet which was fed into the 
collar. The image of that first struck coin will be 
impressed into that side of the blank planchet. The 
result will be a second coin which has images of 
the first coin impressed into it. Those images will 
be pressed into the coin and the image will be in 
reverse. This incuse sunken image is known as a 
brockage.
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Denomination XF/AU Unc
Large Cent $1,000 $7,500
Indian Cent $600 $1,000
Lincoln Cent 1930 and Earlier $850 $1,500
Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel $400 $1,500
Proof Lincoln Cent N/A $2,000
3 Cent Nickel $2,000 $3,500
Liberty Nickel $4,000 $10,000
Buffalo Nickel $5,000 $10,000
Jefferson Nickel War Time $750 $2,000
Proof Jefferson Nickel N/A $2,000
Barber Dime $4,000 $10,000
Mercury Dime $3,500 $8,500
Proof Clad Dime N/A $2,000
Standing Liberty Quarter $15,000 $50,000
Washington Quarter Silver $200 $350
State Quarter N/A $350 – $750
Proof Clad Quarter N/A $2,000
Walking Liberty Half $10,000 $25,000
Franklin Half $6,500 $10,000
Kennedy Half Silver $1,500 $2,500
Kennedy Half Clad N/A $750
Proof Kennedy Half Clad N/A $5,000
Morgan Dollar $10,000 $25,000
Peace Dollar $15,000 $40,000
IKE Dollar $2,000 $4,000 - $7,500
SBA Dollar $1,000 $2,500 – $4,000
Sac Dollar $750 $1,250 – $2,500

When a blank planchet is struck by the 
dies, the normal procedure is for the 

feeders to eject the struck coin out of the collar 
and into a chute. If there is a malfunction and 
the struck coin isn’t ejected, it may receive a 
second or third strike by the dies. A multiple 
struck coin can happen in many ways and 
have many combinations of errors.

(Since each double and multiple strike can vary from being 10% off-
center to 90% off-center, the prices listed below can be substantially 
more based on the percent off-center and dramatic overall look.)



Page 185 minterrornews.com

Mint Error News Price Guide
Off-Center Strikes  (Updated November 2025)

Off-center coins are one of the most 
common and best known types of 

errors. This happens when a blank which is 
supposed to be fed into the press, lands in the 
collar improperly. When this occurs only part 
of the blank is between the upper and lower 
dies. When the dies strike the blank, only that 
part will be struck with a design.

Denomination 10% - 15% XF/AU 25% - 60% XF/AU 10% - 15% Unc 25% - 60% Unc
Large Cent $400 $2,500 $1,000 $10,000
Flying Eagle Cent (1857 – 1858) $2,500 $10,000 $5,000 $20,000
Indian Cent $100 $400 $200 $600
Lincoln Cent 1930 and Earlier $75 $300 $150 $750
Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel $40 $250 $100 $500
Proof Lincoln Cent N/A N/A $1,000 $2,000
3 Cent Nickel $300 $1,500 $600 $3,500
3 Cent Silver $1,000 $5,000 $2,000 $7,500
Shield Nickel $750 $2,500 $1,000 $7,500
Liberty Nickel $250 $1,000 $500 $2,500
Buffalo Nickel $250 $750 $400 $1,500
Jefferson Nickel War Time $100 $500 $200 $1,000
Proof Jefferson Nickel N/A N/A $1,000 $2,000
Seated Half Dime Legend $3,000 $7,500 $5,000 $15,000
Seated Dime Legend $2,000 $7,000 $3,500 $10,000
Barber Dime $300 $1,500 $500 $2,500
Mercury Dime $100 $750 $150 $1,250
Proof Clad Dime N/A N/A $1,000 $2,000
Barber Quarter $1,500 $5,000 $2,500 $10,000
Standing Liberty Quarter $5,000 $20,000 $20,000 $40,000
Washington Quarter Silver $50 $100 $75 $150
State Quarter N/A N/A $75 $300
Proof Clad Quarter N/A N/A $1,500 $2,000
Barber Half $4,000 $10,000 $6,000 $20,000
Walking Liberty Half $4,000 $12,500 $7,500 $20,000
Franklin Half $2,500 $4,000 $3,500 $7,500
Kennedy Half Silver $100 $500 $250 $1,000
Kennedy Half Clad $60 $250 $100 $400
Proof Clad Half N/A N/A $1,500 $3,000
Morgan Dollar $3,000 $15,000 $10,000 $50,000
Peace Dollar $20,000 $35,000 $50,000 $100,000
IKE Dollar $125 $1,250 $150 $2,000
SBA Dollar N/A N/A $100 $500
Sac Dollar N/A N/A $1,000 $3,500
Presidential Dollar − − $1,500 $5,000
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Off-metal and wrong planchet errors occur when a correctly made 
blank from one denomination is accidentally fed into a press for 

another denomination. Examples are a nickel struck on a cent planchet 
and a cent struck on a dime planchet. The coin struck on an incorrect 
blank will weigh exactly what the denomination of that blank would 
have been. An even more dramatic wrong planchet error is a coin 
struck on a previously struck coin of a different metal.

Denomination Off-Metal Planchet Circulated AU Unc Choice Unc – Gem
Indian Cent Foreign Planchet $1,000 $1,500 $5,000 $7,500
Indian Cent Dime Planchet $10,000 $15,000 $20,000 $25,000

Lincoln Cent Before 1919 Dime Planchet $4,000 $6,500 $10,000 –
Lincoln Cent Before 1919 Foreign Planchet $750 $2,000 $4,000 –
Lincoln Cent 1919 – 1940 Dime Planchet $2,000 $2,500 $4,000 $6,000
Lincoln Cent 1919 – 1940 Foreign Planchet $500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,500
Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel Dime Planchet $1,500 $2,500 $3,500 $7,500

Lincoln Cent 1943 Transitional Copper Cent Planchet $200,000 $250,000 $300,000 $350,000
Lincoln Cent 1944 Transitional Steel Cent Planchet $30,000 $50,000 $100,000 $150,000

Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears (1941-1964) Dime Planchet $500 $600 $1,000 $2,000
Lincoln Cent 1965 and Later Dime Planchet $125 $150 $200 $350

Lincoln Cent 1964 Transitional Clad Dime Planchet $2,000 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000
Lincoln Cent 1965 Transitional Silver Dime Planchet $2,750 $4,500 $6,000 $7,500

Shield Nickel Foreign Planchet $7,500 $12,500 – –
Shield Nickel Cent Planchet $15,000 $25,000 $40,000 $60,000
Liberty Nickel Foreign Planchet $400 $750 $1,250 $2,000
Liberty Nickel Cent Planchet $2,000 $3,000 $6,000 $7,500
Buffalo Nickel Foreign Planchet $2,500 $7,500 $12,500 –
Buffalo Nickel Cent Planchet $2,000 $4,000 $6,000 $8,000

Jefferson Nickel Before 1950 Cent Planchet $250 $500 $750 $1,000
Jefferson Nickel 1950 and Later Cent Planchet $125 $150 $200 $250

Jefferson Nickel 1943 Steel Cent Planchet $1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $5,000
Jefferson Nickel 1964 and Earlier Silver Dime Planchet $200 $300 $350 $400
Jefferson Nickel 1965 and Later Clad Dime Planchet $150 $200 $225 $250

Roosevelt Dime Silver Foreign Planchet $2,000 $2,500 $3,000 $3,500
Roosevelt Dime Clad Foreign Planchet $1,500 $2,000 $2,250 $2,500

Roosevelt Dime 1964 Transitional Clad Dime Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $10,000 $12,500
Roosevelt Dime 1965 Transitional Silver Dime Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $7,500 $8,500

Washington Quarter Silver Cent Planchet $300 $400 $500 $750
Washington Quarter Silver Nickel Planchet $300 $400 $500 $600
Washington Quarter Clad Cent Planchet $250 $300 $400 $500
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Denomination Off-Metal Planchet Circulated AU Unc Choice Unc – Gem
Washington Quarter Clad Nickel Planchet $100 $150 $200 $250

Washington Quarter Silver Dime Planchet $300 $400 $500 $650
Washington Quarter Clad Dime Planchet $250 $300 $350 $400

Washington Quarter 1964 Transitional Clad Quarter Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $7,500 $12,500
Washington Quarter 1965 Transitional Silver Quarter Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $7,500 $8,500

State Quarter Cent Planchet N/A $6,500 $7,500 $8,000
Delaware State Quarter Nickel Planchet N/A $500 $650 $750
All Other State Quarters Nickel Planchet N/A $1,000 $1,250 $1,500

State Quarter Dime Planchet N/A $5,000 $5,500 $6,000
Walking Half Dime Planchet N/A N/A N/A $50,000
Walking Half Quarter Planchet $17,500 $22,500 $40,000 $35,000
Walking Half Foreign Planchet $10,000 $15,000 $30,000 $25,000
Franklin Half Cent Planchet $3,000 $4,000 $5,000 $6,000
Franklin Half Nickel Planchet $3,000 $4,000 $5,000 $6,000
Franklin Half Dime Planchet $3,500 $4,500 $5,500 $6,500
Franklin Half Quarter Planchet $600 $750 $1,000 $1,250

Kennedy Half Silver 1964 Cent Planchet $1,000 $1,250 $1,500 $2,000
Kennedy Half Silver 1964 Nickel Planchet $1,000 $1,250 $1,500 $2,000
Kennedy Half Silver 1964 Dime Planchet $1,000 $1,250 $2,000 $2,500
Kennedy Half Silver 1964 Quarter Planchet $400 $500 $600 $750

Kennedy Half Clad Cent Planchet $750 $850 $1,000 $1,500
Kennedy Half Clad Nickel Planchet $750 $850 $1,000 $1,250
Kennedy Half Clad Dime Planchet $750 $850 $1,000 $1,400
Kennedy Half Clad Quarter Planchet $350 $400 $450 $500

Kennedy Half 1964 Transitional Clad Half Planchet $3,500 $4,500 $6,000 $10,000
Kennedy Half 1965 Transitional Silver Half Planchet $5,000 $6,500 $7,500 $10,000
Kennedy Half 1964 Transitional Clad Quarter Planchet $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 $5,000
Kennedy Half 1965 Transitional Silver Quarter Planchet $7,000 $8,000 $9,000 $10,000

Ike Dollar Cent Planchet $7,500 $10,000 $12,500 $15,000
Ike Dollar Nickel Planchet $10,000 $12,500 $15,000 $20,000
Ike Dollar Dime Planchet $7,500 $8,500 $10,000 $12,500
Ike Dollar Quarter Planchet $7,000 $10,000 $12,500 $15,000
Ike Dollar Half Planchet $1,600 $1,750 $2,000 $3,000
Ike Dollar Foreign Planchet $900 $1,000 $1,250 $1,500

Ike Dollar Transitional 40% Silver Planchet $2,750 $3,000 $3,500 $5,000
SBA Dollar Cent Planchet N/A $1,750 $3,000 $5,000
SBA Dollar Nickel Planchet N/A $6,000 $7,000 $8,000
SBA Dollar Dime Planchet N/A $6,000 $7,000 $10,000
SBA Dollar Quarter Planchet N/A $600 $850 $1,000
Sac Dollar Cent Planchet N/A $12,500 $15,000 $20,000
Sac Dollar Nickel Planchet N/A $12,500 $15,000 $20,000
Sac Dollar Dime Planchet N/A $8,000 $15,000 $20,000
Sac Dollar Quarter Planchet N/A $1,500 $2,000 $2,500

Mint Error News Price Guide
Off-Metals (Updated November 2025)
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Denomination Circulated AU Unc Choice Unc - Gem

Indian Cent $750 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000

Lincoln Cent 1943 Steel $500 $750 $1,500 $2,000

Lincoln Cent Wheat Ears $200 $200 $300 $500

Lincoln Cent Memorial $40 $50 $75 $100

Shield Nickel $1,500 $2,000 $4,000 $5,000

Liberty Nickel $1,500 $2,000 $4,000 $5,000

Jefferson Nickel $50 $100 $150 $200

Barber Dime $3,000 $5,000 $7,500 $10,000

Roosevelt Dime Silver $300 $500 $750 $1,000

Roosevelt Dime Clad $100 $150 $250 $300

Washington Quarter Silver $500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000

Washington Quarter Clad $100 $200 $300 $400

State Quarter N/A $750 $1,250 $1,500

Kennedy Half Silver $1,250 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000

Kennedy Half Clad $500 $750 $1,250 $1,500

SBA Dollar N/A $2,000 $3,000 $4,000

A counterbrockage error involves a cap 
die and a previously struck coin. When 

a cap die strikes a previously struck coin, the 
obverse design from that struck coin will be 
impressed into the cap. The result will be a 
design where the cap face will be an incuse 
brockage. When a new blank is struck by 
this cap die with an incuse brockage image, 
the obverse will have a raised and spread 
image from that incuse design of the cap. 
This brockage impression is known as a 
counterbrockage.
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A fold-over coin is one of the most 
dramatic types of errors. It occurs 

when the blank is standing vertically 
between the dies. During the strike, the 
force is so great that it bends and folds the 
blank. These fold-overs can be on-center 
or off-center, and come in many different 
shapes. There are a few fold-overs with 
multiple errors, either with an additional 
strike or fold-over. Denominations above 
quarters are very scarce.

Denomination AU AU Dated Unc Unc Dated

Indian Cent Memorial Copper $1,000 $1,250 $1,250 $1,500

Lincoln Cent Memorial Zinc $750 $1,000 $1,000 $1,250

Jefferson Nickel $2,500 $3,000 $3,000 $4,000

Roosevelt Dime Silver $4,000 $5,000 $5,000 $6,000

Roosevelt Dime Clad $3,000 $3,500 $3,500 $4,500

Washington Quarter Silver $4,000 $5,000 $5,000 $10,000

Washington Quarter Clad $3,500 $4,000 $4,000 $5,000

State Quarter $5,000 $6,000 $6,000 $8,500
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Denomination Unc Choice Gem

Martha Cent $1,000 $1,500 $2,000

Martha Nickel $4,500 $6,000 $7,500

Martha Dime $7,500 $10,000 $12,500

Martha Quarter $1,000 $1,500 $3,000

Martha Half Dollar $5,000 $7,500 $10,000

Martha Dollar (SBA Planchet) $5,000 $7,500 $10,000

Martha Dollar (Sac Planchet) $1,000 $1,500 $2,000

There is one set of a Dime, Quarter and 
Half struck by Martha Washington 

dies that are permanently housed in the 
Smithsonian Institute, embedded in blocks 
of lucite. According to United States Pattern 
and Related Issues, by Andrew W. Pollock 
III, “the only trial pieces purported to have 
survived metallurgical testing in 1965 were 
the Dime, Quarter Dollar, and Half Dollar 
equivalent strikes in copper-nickel clad over 
copper.”

Mike Byers’ discovery of the Martha 
Washington Test Piece on a copper-zinc Cent planchet struck 10% off-center with a uniface reverse 
was a front page Coin World article on August 7th, 2000.



Issues of Mint Error News Magazine are available for you to read online at:

m i n t e r r o r n e w s . c o m

Mike Byers is the Publisher & Editor  of  Mint  Error News Magazine



Buying and Selling
U.S. & World Coins

Specializing in Patterns, Errors, 
Pioneer Gold & Colonials

Contact me or see me at most major coin shows.

Andy Lustig
Phone: (845) 321-0249

andylustig@earthlink.net
P.O. Box 806

Nyack, NY 10960



Private Mint News
Private mints and their issues have a long and illustrious history, 
but it is often hard to assemble, often years later without good 
documentation. When working with sovereign mints like the 
United States Mint, there is often a lot of archives and records 
available to research which is not available for private mints.

To address this, Private Mint News is a new online publication 
focusing on numismatics from by private mints. Private mint 
issues or creations, often in the form of tokens and medals 
called exonumia, is a rich and evolving area, however, research 
information car be thin on both classic and recent issues, 
especially the latter. The goal of Private Mint News is to assist in 
rectifying this situation by documenting and discussing issues 
from Private Mints of all eras.

Coverage includes private mints issuers of all eras and locations 
with an initial focus on the United States. Modern issuer coverage 
will include Daniel Carr of Moonlight Mint, Ron Lands of Gallery 
Mint Museum, Jared Grove of Grove Minting, Provident Metals, 
and other issuers. Classic issuers will include issuers of tokens, 
medals and coins including Civil War Tokens, So-Called Dollars, 
Territorial and Pioneer coins as well as Private Patterns.

privatemintnews.com







anacs.com

America’s Oldest
Grading Service™
Established 1972

ANACS is the  Collector’s Choice because we 
know what counts: knowledge, integrity, and 
service. How much we value coin collecting is 
evident in our work.

The ANACS team enthusiastically works to 
advance coin collecting by offering unequaled 
expertise and developing new services.

This makes ANACS the choice of hobbyists, 
professional numismatists, and dealers. We are 
the coin grading service to contact when you 
want to know all the details about your coin’s 
authenticity and grading.



MIKE BYERS INC
M I K E B Y E R S . C O M

U.S. & World Major Mint Errors

MIKE BYERS INC
P.O. Box 401496 ,  La s Ve g a s ,  NV 89140

MIK E@MIK EBYERS.COM |  714 -914 - 6415

Consign Your Coins to mikebyers.com
Terms and Conditions

We are offering this service for error collectors and dealers alike. In order to post your item on our website you must agree to the following terms 
and conditions.

1.	 All coins must be certified by PCGS or NGC and have a minimum value of $5,000 each. All U.S. Mint Errors must be dated prior to 2002.
2.	 Each item must meet our inventory criteria in terms of desirability and market value.
3.	 Mike Byers Inc charges a 10% Commission on each sale.
4.	 The minimum time for any listing is thirty days.  
5.	 Seller agrees to a seven day return privilege from date of receipt.  
6.	 Seller agrees to use an escrow service if requested by the buyer.  
7.	 We reserve the right to deny or cancel any listing at any time.  
8.	 All listing are subject to prior sale. 

Scanning Specifications

1.	 Scan both the obverse and reverse of the entire holder.
2.	 Scan with a resolution of at least 300 dpi.
3.	 Save the picture in jpeg format (jpg).

Information Requirements

In addition to e-mailing a photo of your item, please include the following information:

1.	 Name, Address & Phone Number
2.	 E-Mail Address
3.	 Asking Price

After your item is listed, we will contact you by e-mail with any offers and questions. Once a price is agreed upon we will handle the entire sale for 
a 10% transaction fee, which includes all costs (eBay fees, grading fees, webmaster charges, postage and registration fees, insurance, paperwork, 
etc.).

If you have a collection for sale or would like to sell your duplicates and do not want to consign your coin(s), we can purchase your entire collection 
outright. Please contact us at mike@mikebyers.com.



Largest Inventory of U.S. Rare Coins
Founded in 2001, Rare Coin Wholesalers has transacted over $2 billion in U.S. 
rare coin business and is a recognized leader in acquiring, managing, and selling 
U.S. rare coins positioned for wealth preservation and capital growth.

rarecoinwholesalers.com
200 Spectrum Center Dr. Suite 2020

Irvine, CA 92618
Toll Free: (800) 347-3250      |      Local: (949) 679-1222      |      Fax: (949) 679-2227



tangibleinvestmentsinc.com



Mike Faraone 
Rare Coins Ltd.
Specializing in All Types of U.S. Coins

P.O. Box 752132 
Las Vegas, NV 89136

mfaraone@hotmail.com 
(949) 689-2090



New York Gold Mart Co.

We are widely known and well-respected numismatists and 
dealers, with a large wholesale inventory of rare/scarce/
better-date U.S. federal gold, Patterns, Territorial gold, silver 
dollars (Bust, Gobrecht, Seated, Trade, Morgan & Peace), 
Gold Commems, Mint Errors, Colonials, etc. We take in-
house digital images of our inventory, and provide images 
by email upon request. Our Collector’s Corner listings 
represent a small portion of our inventory. Let us know what 
you’re looking for, we may have it in stock. We have a booth 
at all major national coin shows.

P.O. Box 1011
Manhasset , New York  11030

Ron Karp
Email: info@nygm.com

Ph: 516-365-5465
Fax: 516-365-7470



The Principal Owner Lee Minshull has been in the business for over 40 years. 
Other Partners Brian Hodge (President of Numismatics, PNG) and Balazs 
Csaki (Chief Financial Officer) have added tremendous value to this legacy. 
Over the last three decades we have been a leader in the numismatic industry 
and have grown into a formidable market maker, garnering the respect of 
every major market player.

We establish and support markets that our customers can rely on, from “Top 
100 U.S. Coins” to the most recent U.S. Mint modern releases. We take pride 
in our unmatched customer service and are recognized industry-wide for our 
immediate payment.

We are members of every major numismatic organization in the country, 
including PNG, ICTA, FUN, CSNS, and life members of the ANA. We are a 
regular Red Book contributor and maintain consistent and up-to-date pricing 
to sustain healthy markets.

Minshull Trading boasts over $2.5bn in sales to date and has over 100 years 
of combined numismatic experience that our customers have come to rely on 
as a trusted source. We earn repeat business because we do what we say, 
every time. Give us a call today and find out what sets us apart.

Minshull Trading  |  minshulltrading.com  |  (310) 544-4400  |  info@minshulltrading.com



1892-O 50¢ NGC SP 66★

$125,000
SPECIMEN STRIKE. The Finest of 3 Known! 
Likely struck as a commemorative beginning of 
the Barber series! SP66★! For many years this 
coin has been touted as a “Branch Mint Proof” or 
at least something “very special” from the likes of 
Walter Breen, David Hall and the catalogers and 
auctioneers who have placed it on the market in 
the past. Clearly, consensus has been that this coin 
IS the Branch Mint Proof it has been proclaimed 
to be, but since mint records were so sparse in 
those days there is no existing documentation 
as to exactly why it was prepared. Of course, a 
few very plausible conclusions can be made. It’s 
1892. It’s the first year of the Barber design and 
the inauguration of it at the New Orleans Mint, 
who would have had no reason not to show their 
prowess in creating a coin of this magnitude.

Minshull Trading  |  minshulltrading.com  |  (310) 544-4400  |  info@minshulltrading.com



An Exciting New Mint Error Book:

Some of the Features in Mint Errors to Die For Include:
•	 Coverage and definitions of numerous error types.
•	 Detailed explanations on the causes of various Mint errors.
•	 Dozens of high definition photos to help guide you on what to look for.
•	 Tools and resources needed to get started as a Mint error collector.
•	 Why it’s important to learn and understand the minting process.
•	 Methods to help you detect counterfeit and altered coins made to resemble errors.
•	 How to assess if “damage” on Mint errors is considered desirable or undesirable.
•	 Suggestions on how to learn the value of your error coins.
•	 Interesting snippets of “Coin Trivia” and American History.
•	 Error collecting “Dos” and “Don’ts” that will help save you time, money, and pain.



Contact Joe Cronin for your copy!
josephcronin@protonmail.com

1913 photos PCGS® used by permission at PCGS.com/ 
CoinFacts; NGC label photo courtesy of MikeByers.com
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1913 (Type 2) Buffalo Nickel: 
Struck on a $5 Gold Half Eagle Planchet

Though there are nine known cents (six Indian
Heads and three Lincolns) struck on gold Quarter Eagle
($2.5) planchets, this is the only known Buffalo nickel
struck on a gold planchet of any type; in this case, it’s
likely a $5 gold Half Eagle planchet. (Some speculate it
was made intentionally as were the five known 1913
Liberty nickels). Sadly someone cut into the rim on the
reverse at 8 o’clock (see photo below) likely to prove it’s
just another plated novelty coin. Now even if you’re
99.9% sure your suspect coin is a fake, don’t ever, ever
do that! As a result, PCGS gave it a “Genuine/AU
Details” grade. It’s no surprise that the psychological
impact of PCGS’ grade adversely affected its initial
selling price: $78,000 at Heritage Auctions in January of
2021 – a heck of a lot less than what many experts
expected despite the damage.

In an interesting twist, Las Vegas rare coin dealer
Mike Byers reacquired the coin and advocated it
shouldn’t have been given a “Genuine” label as there are
a few other high-profile straight-graded coins/patterns
with post-Mint alterations. NGC agreed and straight-
graded it at AU-53; he later sold the coin privately for
$400,000! (Source: MikeByers.com/6324417-001.html)

What the Planchet Was Intended to Become
Below is a 1913 Indian Head $5 gold Half 

Eagle, which is likely what the planchet for the 
featured 1913 Buffalo nickel was supposed to 
become. Seeing that U.S. Mint control of gold 

and silver planchets was so tight even back 
then, it is unknown if this is a true error or a 
Mint-assisted coin. (Photos courtesy of PCGS ® 

Used by permission at PCGS.com/CoinFacts) 

NNoonn--ggoolldd  CCooiinnss  SSttrruucckk  oonn  GGoolldd  PPllaanncchheettss

Coin Trivia: Though the 1913 Buffalo nickel is on a 
$5 gold Half Eagle planchet, Mint errors on $2.5 gold 
planchets include: Indian Head Cents: (3) 1900, 1905, 
1906, and 1907. Lincoln Cents: 1911, 1915, and 1927



1068861 | GREAT BRITAIN. Elizabeth II. (Queen, 1952-2022). 2021 AV 
Double-Sovereign Die Trial Piece. NGC PR70UCAM (Ultra Cameo). 
By Jody Clark (Obv.). The Royal Mint. Edge: Reeded. 28.40mm. 15.97gm. 
Crowned bust, right / St. George and dragon; plus a unique (crown) privy 
mark used for one year only.

Struck in 22 carat fine gold.

The obverse carries the ROYAL MINT TRIAL stamp as well as production 
hallmarks in the fields. Includes original case and Certificate of Authenticity 
No. 1. This is a Limited Edition Presentation of 1.

NGC Certification Number 6342204-002...........................................$14,500.00

ATLAS NUMISMATICS
World, Ancient and United States Coins of Exceptional Quality

ATLASNUMISMATICS.COM



United States Pattern and Experimental Pieces of WW II uncovers the range 
and complexity of Mint experiments during this critical period in our history. 
Every documented experimental and pattern piece is described, illustrated 
where possible, and explained in detail. Author Roger W. Burdette untangles 
the mass of myth and assumption about these enigmatic pieces, and presents 
never before published research into the ‘How’ and ‘Why’ of their creation.

Available from wizardcoinsupply.com

Numismatic Literary Guild 2013 Best US Coin Book!



World Paper Money Errors
World Paper Money Errors Explored!
 
Odd shapes, upside down prints, intriguing cuts and 
folds, and missing design elements are only a few of 
the different printing errors examined in this expansive 
collection on foreign error notes. World Paper Money 
Errors is a visually compelling avenue into the 
fascinating and rarely explored area of numismatics 
that expands on the hobby of collecting paper currency.
 
Author Morland Fischer’s comprehensive collection 
reflects the attraction and advantages of exploring 
foreign printing errors. An overview of collecting 
paper money errors in today’s numismatic market 
offers insights on the great disparity between domestic 
and world notes. Market values are discussed, 
acknowledging what variables make an error note 
precious in the trade. Incorporating these concepts 
and more, Fischer expands the method of collecting 
currency errors by introducing a Foreign Error Note 
(FEN) scale to gauge price levels based on error type.
 
With over 200 examples of dramatic, colorful and 
intriguing foreign paper money errors, collectors and 
spectators alike are exposed to a new form of collecting 
currency. The numismatic community will benefit 
from this thorough guide that is unlike any other on 
the market.

Available from translinesupply.com



New Edition of Bart’s United States Paper Money Errors Available Now

Comprehensive Catalog and Price 
Guide makes first appearance since 
2008

By Coin & Currency Institute….

After a lapse of seven years, a new 
edition of United States Paper Money 
Errors, Fred Bart’s ground-breaking 
book is now available. The fourth 
edition is more than just an update 
to the third: Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing (BEP) errors have been 
added, nearly all the illustrations have 
been changed, there is a rarity guide 
for each note–which additionally are 
now priced in four grades (EF, AU, 
Choice CU and Gem CU)–and, for the 
first time, there is a section showing 
some notes in color.

This has always been an enormously 
popular book, not only among 
established collectors but also with 
newcomers seeking to learn more 
about their “find.” There is no other 
book like it on the market. More than 
a price guide, its 296 pages contain a 
wealth of information on what to look 
for and what mistakes to avoid. It is 
a necessity for all dealers, collectors, 
and anyone who comes into regular 
contact with paper money.

•	 The new and improved must-have book for U.S. paper money errors
•	 Rarity guide for each note
•	 Prices in four conditions
•	 The universally-used Friedberg Numbering System™–The standard 

method for describing U.S. currency
•	 Invaluable appendices with data found nowhere else
•	 Hundreds of photos
•	 296 pages, 20+ with new info
•	 Convenient & handy 5.75 x inch format



Saul Teichman’s Want List
I am looking for the following off-metal errors:

Indian Cent
on a

Dime Planchet

Sacagawea Dollar
on a

Dime Planchet
Saul.Teichman@ey.com



Harry E. Jones
Rare Coins & Currency

harryejonescoinsandcurrency.com
440-234-3330

LM ANA   PNG   PCDA

Sell Harry Your Mistakes!!
Leading Dealer in Error Currency For Over 30 Years. Buying and Selling 
the Finest in Error Currency. Especially Want Errors on National Currency. 
Also Buying Uncut Sheets of Nationals Large and Small.

Tom Caldwell founded Northeast 
Numismatics over 50 years ago. In 
the years that have elapsed since 
1964, Tom has proven his expertise 
in every area of US coinage, from rare 
colonials and patterns to high grade 
proof type and gold.

Northeast Numismatics, Inc.
100 Main Street, Ste. 330
Concord, MA 01742
800-449-2646
www.northeastcoin.com



NORTHERN  
NEVADA COIN 

www.brokencc.com 
WE BUY & SELL 

RARE COINS. 
VISIT US ON THE 

WEB TO VIEW 
OUR

EVER-CHANGING
INVENTORY  
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3655 B RESERCH WAY 
CARSON CITY, NV 89706 

1-888-836-8DOLLAR
1-888-836-5527
1-775-884-1660



To join CONECA or to renew your membership visit:

conecaonline.org

Errorscope Magazine
Bi-monthly magazine for CONECA members.



Bart Crane
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New From Krause Publications:

Strike It Rich With Pocket Change
Error Coins Bring Big Money

by Brian Allen & Ken Potter
NEW 4th Edition

It takes a keen eye to spot them - and a 
little know-how - but errors on coins 
produced by the 
U.S. Mint occur 
every year. And 
these errors 
can be worth 
a fortune to 
coin collectors. 
Strike It Rich 
with Pocket 
Change shows 
the reader how 
to detect errors, 
what to look for 
and how to cash 
in on them. 
This book has 
a strong appeal 
for someone 
with a mild 
to dedicated 

interest in coins, while drawing 
upon the treasure hunter in all of us 

- anyone who 
is looking for a 
hobby that does 
not require a 
great up-front 
i n v e s t m e n t , 
yet offers the 
potential of 
d i s c o v e r i n g 
v a l u a b l e 
rarities. Any 
collector who 
has completed 
the standard 
set of a type or 
series now has 
an opportunity 
to broaden the 
scope of that 
collection.

Visit krausebooks.com for more information.
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What Are Uncancelled Dies?
Uncancelled dies made at the U.S. Mint are extremely rare in private hands. These have 
been authenticated and certified by NGC. In addition to the unique Martha Washington 
Cent Size Uncancelled die, there are two known that are Half Dollar size. A 1967 Philippines 
10 Sentimos Uncancelled obverse die was also certified and featured in the NGC article 
on Uncancelled dies. Recently, five Uncancelled Costa Rica dies surfaced, including the 
unique 1897 2 Colones proof obverse die.

This is the only known Martha Washington Cent-Sized Uncancelled Die in private hands. 
It was featured on the cover of Mint Error News Magazine Issue #51. There are only four 
other Martha Washington Half Dollar-Sized Uncancelled Dies known in private hands, 
two mint state and two proof. These half dollar Martha Washington Dies were purchased 
by Mike Byers. The first one discovered was featured both in Coin Week and on the cover 
of Mint Error News Magazine Issue #44.
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2025-2026 Coin Shows

Visit Mike Byers at the following shows:

December 16 - 20, 2025 PCGS Members Only Show
Las Vegas, Nevada

January 8 - 11, 2026 71st Annual FUN Convention
Orlando, Florida

February 17 - 20, 2026 Long Beach Expo
Long Beach, California

February 26 - 28, 2026 ANA National Money Show
Savannah, Georgia

August 25 - 29, 2026 ANA World’s Fair of Money
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
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Coming Soon



MIKE BYERS INC
M I K E B Y E R S . C O M

U.S. & World Major Mint Errors

MIKE BYERS INC
P.O. Box 401496 ,  La s Ve g a s ,  NV 89140

MIK E@MIK EBYERS.COM |  714 -914 - 6415

Mike Byers has been a professional numismatist for forty years. He is 
one of the largest dealers handling U.S. Gold Coins, Patterns and Rarities 
certified by PCGS and NGC. He has handled major coin collections and 
attends every major coin convention. Mike Byers carries an extensive 
inventory as well as solicits want lists and is always looking to purchase 
fresh inventory and collections.

Mike Byers was a consultant to ANACS for Mint Errors from 2000 to 2006. 
He is also the Publisher and Editor of Mint Error News Magazine and the 
Mint Error News Website that was founded in 2003. In 2009, Mike Byers 
published his first book, World’s Greatest Mint Errors, which received the 
NLG Award for Best World Coin Book and is available on Amazon.com.

Mike Byers is a life member of ANA since 1985, a charter member of NGC 
and a featured dealer/member of PCGS. 
He is also a life member of the Central 
States Numismatic Society and the Florida 
United Numismatists. He is a member of 
CDN Exchange (BYRS).

Mike Byers was born in the coin business 
attending coin shows since he was six years old. When he was seventeen, he 
issued his first coin catalog. He has been a Market-Maker in U.S. Gold Coins 
and a dealer in major mint errors. In 1987 he offered limited partnerships 
and rare coin funds. He has written articles for The Coin Dealer Newsletter 
and has been featured on the front page of Coin World numerous times 
with his numismatic rarities. Mike Byers is a contributing author on mint 
errors for CoinWeek. He also assisted with the mint error section of Coin 
Facts on the PCGS website. You can visit Mike Byers and view his rarities 
at the ANA, Central States, FUN show and the Long Beach Coin Expo.

World’s Greatest Mint Errors
by Mike Byers

NLG Award Winner:
Best World Coin Book


